ltl€ DirtninCf Ot NODl€ lQGdlS...a classic expose on concepts and conventions for achieving results in life. 




|R8 DirthinCJ 01 N0D18 lQGdlS...^ classn: ^xi^cse on conceits dncl conventions for .Tchievjng results in life 



Svcsnwi n hdi u muster* and unfcickrritf llH 

j«nirw™ ,x T w " ril "" tf omnia* 

■SuUHndlllsJip'wl' <"** «Manlhs.Jinrt;««»«» ars 

cliE hla* pdfltjl* ofito* frank. 

□ i-m* St. FninPtTVn !oS«*«i.<hra<w)i tan? <™t«d 
uitrf 'tvfflliV6lr. ^ Kni^iniiiiiMsi rtntrsfg*>siJ™-JlL'i , tji? J r «^ I 

IK r J on li ady tii'rt* ejTCr-Jlllnwri mil ft*. Iftg Hi ns-d /or 
f Ufsrj^w. KLirl>U ftepe It* JlVe WiwW. 

ft>ts stent rtiar=i«' LTniit I 1 ^(Jf iVe 5«J*»iti IHLMDSJ 
Tl fpJw fcfitllencp, exiKimmi a.r gmnMK owl crratf* 

:.- undertake :i DDJK on :hi> *_-iJi;i:l Sind CHr^fsH nftfuWflClilH 

thai I* flfm^d ficnEjiH ^fillc" rfm¥?lt#-<'J , eriZaHilX".'" 

- SodjrV*V AlEU/nr 'Li-H 'HfiHiJ B.dJ 

Dji£2r 0?m"" A U ^tMaTranrpssri NisJtfilaLni 

Vlll UWJI irWi«JI fcmfc iftat «m Inn*™ the IKf* flf ons ^ 
nnw uhes ippltt* fhp lliminU *|'«£ Jdonpd In it cic"iJrlMs'sril>" 

. s«fr it* 

Aurfttor ' Vjfcri SC'lSi A s2r faE DwrJaiowni Fjh lar 



DRMEST-ffir.1.™ 



Of we Si. Franklyo Is nr.i-ncanuiiQti stratesid, FtoL, youth 
mcakoinrand advocate for tim tfeuetapmBivi (if yuufletn tlw 
MJgeT Delta. He Is Itue co-opjinafji Youlfi FW*r, = toaillion of 
dynamic ynulh raganlKitinns tuateriiig deusltjpunfi'.il among 
^oung people. Ysulh Power is an arm af Ourn fat Cceatere 
AilsEduwinpn. 



Obele Gotd is the- creator of fcr Fout Dements oi CniatMly 
rffif?. 3 r-iiry ::tsjdl;i.f :nind l"V ntgasiialkm GIRL (Guts In 
Real Life| through tvhieh she Mjvimiibas against flem-le genital 
mutilation no4 other dfBcrinriiinarinri against sjrte.. Han a.rjiatjf 
rJTfuufli Fowsr. 



DEELEKOIU 



A PUBllCATIOM OF THE 

CEMTftE FOR CREATIVE ARTS fiOUCATIOM 



ITfrNw-H- 



111? Birth IRQ 01 NODlC lQG3lS...<i classic expose on concepts and conventions for achieving results in life. 

CONTENT 



DEDICATION 2 

TRIBUTE 3 

FOREWORD 4 

PARLANCE OF NOBLES 5 

CREDITS 6 

BASIC LESSON 8 

THE I st ELEMENT 12 

Ml NDSET 18 

THE EVOLLTTI ON OF Ml NDSETS .22 

ENGI NEERI NG THE Ml ND FOR RESULTS. 29 

THE FOUR CONVENTI ONS FOR Ml ND ENGI NEERI NG 31 

THE GOLDEN CONVENTI ON .32 

THE SECOND CONVENTI ON 41 

THE THI RD CONVENTI ON 48 

THE FOURTH CONVENTI ON 53 

THE 2 MD ELEMENT 64 

THE FOUR LAWS OF SIGHT OF ENHANCEMENT 71 

THE FIRST LAW 71 

THE SECOND LAW 76 

THE THIRD LAW 79 

THE FOURTH LAW 90 

THE FOUR FORCES OF FOCUS .92 

THE 1 st FORCE 92 

THE2~ D FORCE 94 

THE 3 RD FORCE 96 

THE 4™ FORCE 98 

THE 3 RD ELEMENT 101 

THE DRIVE FOR RESULTS J.02 

THE GENERI C NATURE OF PASSI ONS 104 

THE EFFI CACY OF NOBLE PASSI ONS 109 

THE FOUR COMPASSI ONS OF NOBLE PASSI ON .113 

THE 4™ ELEMENT 128 

THE BIRTHING OF I DEALS 130 

THE FOUR NEGATIONS TO ACTION 133 

THE FOUR ACTS OF ACTION 147 

THE CONSUMMATION OF THE FOUR ELEMENTS OF CREATIVITY 158 

I NFERENCE .162 



111? Birth IRQ 01 NOD 18 lQGcllS...<i classic expose on concepts and conventions for achieving results in life. 

DEDICATION 

LIBATION 

I f not you Tamuno, 

The force of all living essence 

Beyond the bound of space, time and matter, 

. . the breath that holds life through 
-the mist of multiple melancholy 
-the chasm of choice chastisements 
-the labyrinth of luminous limbo... 

If not you Tamuno, 

That knack that cracks the dark, 
Combustous rout of life; true life! 

i f not you Tamuno, 

To whom do I make this libation 

I n depth of debt of dues of dews? 

If not you Tamuno, 

To whose altar shall I before stand 

To burn up my hallowed sacrifices? 

I f not you, to whom Tamuno, 

Shall I bring the firstling of my virgin 

craftsmanship? 

To whom Tamuno, 
If not you? 
Tamuno eh. . .! 
I bow foryou\ 



Tamuno means "Almighty God" and is an extract of the Okrika local dialect of the I jaws in the 
Niger Delta region of Nigeria. 
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FOREWORD 

Young people hold the key to initiating and sustaining 
development in any modern society and as such need not 
be relegated to the background. The truth is, the time is 
ripe and even more appropriate to engage our young brains 
in the scheme of things as this book is evidence that in 
them lay tremendous abilities. 

As leaders and decision makers we must go beyond mere 
rhetoric and vociferations to initiate along with our young 
talents quantifiable asset and need-based programmes that 
can impact positively on all in society. 

In doing this we must realise that development will mean 
nothing if all that we do in government, organised private 
sector and civil society do not translate to food, education, 
jobs and meaningful livelihood for all in society regardless of 
status, gender, religious affiliations and political ideologies. 

I truly believe the time has come for a change of attitude 
for us who find ourselves in Africa in order to push us 
beyond the fringe of our present melee. We truly need to 
change our perspective about everything we view including 
how we see ourselves and others. Our entire value system 
is in dire need of change and we all must take steps to 
make adjustments where necessary in order for us to birth 
the Africa of our dreams, that's if there is one at all. 

But the beauty of our challenges presently is that in us are 
the solutions we so desperately search for everywhere else 
and this book, I must say is that vital ingredient that we 
need to spur us forward; ironically it is coming from the 
Niger Delta of Nigeria in Africa too! The time is ripe, truly. 

HI LDA DOKUBO 
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PARLANCE OF NOBLES 

"It takes excellence, exactness of purpose and courage to undertake 

a task on this subject and eschew obfuscation. This is a 

demystification of the incubus of creativity." 

- Godfrey Aitafo (LL.B (Hons) B.L) 

Director (Operation) A.U. Express Transport Nigeria Ltd 

"A well written book that can transform the life of any one who 

applies the elements elucidated in it consistently". 

-Seifa Tobi 

Author "Vision 2015, A Ten Year Development Plan For Delta 

State' Nigeria' 

"This book is an eye-opener. It touches on virtually all the factors 

that lead man to greatness. It's a great book that liberates and a 

must-read for everyone with the passion for success in life. " 

- Abiye I deriah Esq. 

Co-Founder League of Nobles, Nigeria 

"It is outstanding and straight-talking/ It would definitely make a 

huge difference in our world. " 

- Yvonne Egorr (Librarian, United Kingdom) 

"It is a fine piece of material. Very inspiring/ It's what you'd always 

have to refer to again and again. " 

-S.D. Fiberesima 

CEO, Agro Mercantile Concept, 

Ex-Deputy Company Sec, First Bank of Nigeria 

"It's a great book coming out of Nigeria. . . a true master-piece for 
global impact. " 
-J ohn Alambo 
Country Rep., The I Can Project, Nigeria 



111? Birth IRQ 01 NODlC lQG3lS...<i classic expose on concepts and conventions for achieving results in life. 

CREDITS 

The best of gratitude is reserved for those who inspired us to 
write this book and truly just a page in it is not enough space to 
pen down names of everyone that contributed to the success that 
this project embodies. But certain people cannot but be 
mentioned hoping that the rest of you out there, who we greatly 
value would understand with us. 

We would like to acknowledge the contributions of our role 
models and mentors: Revs Chris and Anita Oyakhilome, Evang. 
Eddy Owase, Pastors Seifa Tobi, David Ibiyeomie, Emeka Ohiri, 
Godfrey Aitafo, Tunde Ojomo, Toyin Alabi, Rev. Abraham Agiri, 
Rev. Femi Abrahams, Prof. T.B. Johnnie, Rt. Hon. Rotimi C. 
Amaechi, Hon. Adokiye Oruwari, Hon. Nimi Walson-J ack. Sir Kara 
Mrakpor, Sir Oba Rufus, Sir Solomon D. Fiberesima, Sir & Lady 
I gho Egorr, Lady Naomi Awolesi, Madams Nimi Dikio-Harry, Gloria 
Koko, Obuba Georgewill, Aroloye Atasowei and most importantly, 
Big Mama Hilda Dokubo 

To our numerous friends and family, we say thanks a great deal 
for believing against all odds! As you can see, it came to pass! 

So forge on ! 

Oraye and Obele 



111? Birth IRQ 01 NOD 18 lQGcllS...<i classic expose on concepts and conventions for achieving resulis in life. 



Your life is a gift of trust that 

God has given to you, such that 

what you make of it, is simply 

your responsibility. 

-CHRIS OYAHKILOME 
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BASIC LESSON 

Globally, in spite of the numerous divisive elements 
that dot the face of the earth, excellence expressing its 
being in the accomplishments of great feats is admired 
and desired by all humans. 

People of all races, places and ages even though may 
be sworn enemies are united on one front: they all 
appreciate excellence and great ideals. All humans 
stand in awe as a result of the exceptional ways with 
which other humans like themselves change the face 
of the world and even challenge existing standards 
with their amazing feats. 

Some afterwards are inspired to leap beyond their 
present reach due to the influence of the 
accomplishments of those they admire, have heard of 
or information they were exposed to, while some 
others, having been exposed to the same influence as 
the former, simply cow within their shell hoping things 
will change. 

But the precedence of creativity in the world by 
principle has always being that things don't just 
happen, they are created. And by principle, this 
precedence like all other principles has never been 
flawed nor in the least case had its foundation 
challenged by any other approach to validate or proffer 
an alternative benchmark for the creation of things. 

Things don't just happen; they 
are created. 
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You see, the great lives that people live, the feats they 
accomplish, whether they be noble inventions or 
outstanding innovations, do not just show up on stage. 
They are created. They are made, formed, crafted! 
Special efforts and techniques were engaged in, to 
create the ideals that we see today, whether they are 
noble or mundane. 

J ust like an athlete competing for a medal, which is the 
ideal to be accomplished, winning the race and 
obtaining the medal does not just occur. That ideal is 
accomplished based on certain factors and processes 
which the athlete must work in tandem with. 

For instance, an athlete whose focus is to get a gold 
medal at the Olympics ought to be aware that the odds 
against him are not fiddle-fingers of toddlers but 
professionals like himself, whose quests are also the 
gold. Thus, he ought to train and practice like no other 
and beat the best records. Primarily, such a one must 
be fit! 

The world is yet to see that athlete that just strides 
from the bench to the track, without practice to leave a 
legacy of excellence. You can wait for eternity for such 
a one; he's not going to show up. Every athlete is 
trained to learn the ropes of his game in order to excel 
at it and accomplish ultimate success. 

However, beyond athletics, the creation of ideals 
transcends the entire breadth of life; cutting across all 
vocations and activities that are tailored toward the 
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realization of pre-determined objectives. Nevertheless, 
viewing all of the activities of life as athletics goes on 
to strengthen their significance as being challenges, 
that they truly are, which also goes further to reinforce 
the drive for results that in itself, serves as the ultimate 
purpose of living. 

The reason we live is to make impact; to make things 
happen, to accomplish feats, to realize our dreams, 
aspirations and goals. This purpose is what gives us 
the kicks in life. Otherwise, the whole process of living 
is a frustrating experience. 

To live a fulfilling life, there must be something to fulfil. 
To live a life of purpose, there must be a purpose to 
accomplish and live for. There is always something to 
do and the purpose of this book is to enable you steer 
all the processes involved in creating a noble ideal so 
co-ordinately that you can always be sure of realizing 
your dreams and accomplishing your goals. 

From the genesis of creation to this very day in which 
we live, the acts of creativity have not ceased, neither 
have the elements also changed. That's why the basic 
lesson of this book remains: things don't just 
happen; they are created. Read through and grasp 
much more than just this basic lesson. You can bet on 
it, this book is crafted to guarantee the creation of 
your most noble ideals and indeed your future. So let's 
get started! 

-ObdeGdd 
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Those who think must govern 
those that toil. 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH 
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The 1 st Element 

In the beginning, God 
created the heavens 
and the earth. 

-Genesis 1:1(KJV] 



It would be out of order to expound on a subject such 
as our present pre-occupation which revolves around 
creativity, without beginning from the fore of its 
existence. Going by the above verse of the bible which 
is also the yardstick for our present discourse, we are 
informed that the first things ever created in record 
were the heavens and the earth. That was the 
inception of creativity into being. 

Since then however, the story has never been the 
same. It has been a string of creativity ever since it 
was first recorded that the earth was created. Hence 
God set the ball rolling for humans to tap into the 
same elements he employed in adding value to their 
lives and of course improve the world. 

At the time of Adam, who would have dared thought of 
sky-scrapers, electronic mobile devices such as phones, 
palmtops or even laptops? Who would have thought of 
automobiles, electricity not to mention electric trains or 
subways for that matter? I certainly hold some 
reservations to believe that anyone would at that time 
spread his mind to grasp the idea of the Dailies, 
submarines or even the Olympics. Who would have 
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dared thought of such things? I bet not even the 
insane! 

But today, many centuries after Adam was 
commissioned to till the ground and he thought up a 
hoe, the world has not stopped thinking! This is the 
first principle of creativity. 
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The First Principle: Think! 

Intellect annuls fate. 
So far as a man thinks, 
he is free. 

-Emerson 

By thinking, men have advanced the course of life and 
living. Great changes have been birthed and 
developments achieved in credit to the mental exercise 
of thinking. All great accomplishments, all noble ideals, 
every exceptional feat that grandstands the world 
definitely has the imprints of a creative thinker behind 
it. Those who make things happen are those who 
think! Those who use their heads! 

To think is to put the mind to work. The mind is the 
creative faculty of all humans. It is in it that thoughts 
are formed and developed and it is with it we design 
the blue-prints upon which our lives are lived. 
Therefore to think is to task the deposits and energies 
of our minds (the domain of creativity) in creating 
changes as we please. 

Thought is essentially practical 

in the sense that but for thought, 

no motion would be an action, no 

change a progress. 

-George Santayana 
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The process of thinking involves the analysis of options 
and the prying of the deeper realms of life (what some 
refer to as the sub-conscious) for answers to questions 
that have in themselves the potentials to effect 
changes in any given enterprise. 

Thinking is for the better part, a first step in the 
process of creating any ideal. It is a principle, the basic 
principle for creativity, but not the element. If you will 
agree, it is widely known among the vast majority of 
people in the world, that every living human thinks and 
all dead humans thought, therefore all humans think. 

But as sound as the conclusion and the premises are, 
does it follow that all humans create their ideals, since 
thinking which all humans do is the first principle of 
creativity? Most certainly not! I n spite of the fact that 
all humans think, the reality is that not all humans 
create their ideals, aspirations and goals. 

This is because; just thinking is not good enough! 
Right-thinking is what counts and to achieve it you 
must think in concert with the factors that promote the 
creation of your ideals. 

One must live the way one thinks 

or end up thinking the way one 

has lived. 

-Paul Bourget 

To make a mark in life, it matters not much that you 
think but how you think! The question is: what factors 
inform your thoughts or influence your thinking 
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process? This is what counts. J ust thinking, without 
steering your thoughts toward a clearly defined 
objective and based on the determinants of creativity 
(The Four Conventions for Mind Engineering, page 30) 
will definitely result in nothing tangible. 

The process of thinking must be stimulated in such a 
way that it is directed at the creation of an ideal- a 
dream, aspiration or desire. There must be a goal that 
consumes your entire being to which creative thinking 
must be focused, in order to have it realized. 

We do not live to think, but on 

the contrary, we think in order 

that we may succeed in surviving. 

-Jose Ortega Y. Gasset 

Thinking as a principle of creativity is futile if it does 
not advance the course of living. I n essence, if your 
thoughts do not empower you to produce results that 
are reflective and expressive of your utmost 
aspirations, the act of thinking is a wasted exercise. 

It has been said that man is different from all other 
animals because he has the best developed brain, 
therefore is capable of making more rational decisions. 
But the issue is: to what end is this unique trait 
structured? Why do we all think? The answer is simple. 
We are designed to think and empowered to do so 
more creatively than any other creature because the 
continuous flow of life on earth depends on our 
creativity. Hence, except we continue to think and 
evolve new initiatives in all ramifications of life, living 
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will be without excitement and void of the spice of 
choices to which we can employ our creative instincts 
and energies. 

Human thought, just like God, 
makes the world in its own image. 

-Adam Clayton Powell 

The reason we continue to live for at least one ground 
is because we constantly apply our minds to the 
creation of our ideals: to get something done, no 
matter how awkward such a thing might seem. 

But the issue is, in order to streamline thoughts toward 
the creation of ideals; certain factors must come in to 
play with those in whom the quest to create results is 
resolute and absolute. These factors are responsible 
for the evolution of mindsets and their corresponding 
results. I n essence, they inform the way we think and 
what we think about. This brings us from the first 
principle of creativity- the act of thinking-to the first and 
core element of creativity: mindset; the condition of 
our minds. 
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Mindset 

For as he thinketh in 
his heart, so is he. 

Proverbs 23:7(KJV] 

For your basic understanding. Mindset is a set of 
beliefs or a way of thinking that determines a person's 
behaviour and opinion on issues; It is what informs the 
way you reason; your thinking pattern. Put differently, 
it is how you set, condition or programme your mind. 
Nobody thinks without a preset mind. We all think the 
way we do as a result of the conscious or unconscious 
programming of our minds. 

However, Pastor Chris Oyakhilome defines it even 
more beautifully. According to him, mindset is a fixed 
mental attitude or disposition that predetermines a 
person's responses to situations and his interpretation 
of those situations. Get his point: He said it is a fixed 
mental attitude, which could still pass for an 
established mental approach, position or condition 
that predetermines responses to situations et al. 

We can liken mindset to optical shades when used to 
view things. Take a blue sunglass for instance; you'd 
agree that everything that comes in contact with the 
eye through that blue sunglass will definitely have a 
blue colouration, right? That's exactly what mindset 
does in relation to the thoughts we develop and the 
way we relate with life issues. 
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With a blue sunglass everything is bluish, the bird in 
the sky is bluish, the sky itself is bluish and if not 
properly considered, a clear white shirt could 
completely pass for blue. The same applies to all other 
colours of sunglasses. If it is red, everything will be 
reddish. If it is yellow or orange, the same principle 
applies. Such is the character of mindset. The quality 
of our mental programming determines the quality of 
the thoughts we form in just the same way the colour 
of the sunglass we wear determines the colour of the 
things we view. 

It thus follows that thoughts do not have a nature of 
their own; they are actually neutral in nature but their 
quality is determined by the nature or quality of the 
mind from which they proceed. This is to say, if a 
thought is considered to be evil, it is not because the 
thought itself decided on its own to take that form, 
rather it's because a mind that has been programmed 
(or set) to conceive it, gave birth to it! 

Your mind-set determines your 
life-set. 

-Creflo Dollar 

intrinsically, what this implies is that a mindset of lack 
will produce thoughts of lack just the same way a 
mindset of abundance will produce thoughts of 
abundance; not the other way round. Thoughts do not 
determine the mindset rather mindset determines the 
quality of the thoughts we form. 
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Thus, you cannot think except with the aid of the 
mind, and all minds are preset. There is not an 
individual who has the capability to make choices 
among a variety of options who does not have a preset 
mind. You must understand that for the simple reason 
that any individual has the ability to make a choice 
among a variety of options means his mind is pre-set 
in relation to what he really needs. So we all have 
mindsets, even those who appear to have lost their 
minds; if they can make choices among a variety of 
options, then they are rational, isn't it so? But the 
concern will be the quality of their rationality rather 
than its presence or absence at all. 

The reason we all don't think alike is because we have 
different mindsets which affect the quality of our 
choices. This means you think the way you do because 
of the way you have programmed your mind; which in- 
turn results in the quality of life you live and that's why 
our lives are different. 

However, it is common to find among the rich a certain 
kind of mentality; a unique way of reasoning. It's true. 
The rich think alike and that's the reason we are so 
rich. We think along the lines of wealth creation. Our 
minds are programmed to recognize wealth-creating 
opportunities. I n other words, our mentality is tailored 
to create wealth. When we think, we think of all the 
possibilities associated with the creation of our ideals. 
Hence, this infers that anyone can actually programme 
his mind in a direction he chooses, for the rich weren't 
born with wealth- creating minds. 
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So you see, how you programme your mind will result 
in the quality of thoughts you produce and the life you 
live. This is because the basis for the quality of your 
thoughts is your mindset, which is also responsible for 
your creativity (or all you eventually do). 

I n Proverbs 23:7, it is written "for as a man thinketh in 
his heart, so is he." It did not say what a man thinks 
about but as he thinks. Which refers to the way he 
thinks, his pattern of thinking; his mindset, not 
necessarily what he thinks of (i.e. the objects of his 
thoughts) . 

"...as he thinketh" implies how he thinks, which refers 
to his mode of thinking and this is based upon and 
reflective of how his mind is programmed. 

Have you ever tried to consider why the bible didn't 
say "what a man thinks, he is"? it wouldn't have 
been out of order to have said so. It would have been 
absolutely correct to have made such a statement 
because that is exactly what it is: a man is what he 
thinks. 

But I'm sure Solomon made that profound statement 
to get at the root of the matter. No doubt, it is true 
that a man is what he thinks because his life is a 
reflection of his dominant thoughts. But the 
fundamental principle and the authority for the 
credibility of the statement 'for as he thinketh in his 
heart, so is he" is based upon the way he thinks - as 
he thinketh! And this is exactly what creates the 
quality of life he lives - his mindset! 
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The Evolution of Mindsets 

A good man out of the 
good treasure of his 
heart bringeth forth 
good things: and an 
evil man out of the evil 
treasure bringeth forth 
evil things 
-Matthew 12:3 5 [KJV] 

Since time immemorial, there have been only two 
forces that influence the precedence of things in this 
world: the forces of Righteousness and Evil. Their pre- 
occupation is to take a hold of the human mind and 
employ it as the machinery for the establishment of 
their respective ideals. 

The battle of these forces, popularly regarded as the 
forces of Good and Evil, neither knows any sacred path 
nor bears any limit. The ultimate purpose of each is to 
entrench its structures in this world. While the force of 
Righteousness, championed by the authority of J esus 
Christ brings to bear the God- nature that liberates the 
peoples of the world from shackles imposed by both 
themselves and devious elements, the force of Evil, led 
by Satan-the devil, seeks constantly to pervert the 
works of righteousness and does present a false sense 
of liberty to the peoples of the world. 
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Let's stretch that a little further so we can adequately 
grasp the issues involved squarely. 

Living, you must understand is not just about 
breathing; it is about fulfilling your God-destined 
purpose; and discovering that purpose is your first and 
chief assignment in life. But basically, you must 
understand that you owe God your allegiance because 
He created you; Satan didn't create anybody, he only 
won some people to his side by influencing them to 
think like him. 

The thief comes in order to steal 
and kill and destroy. I come that: 

they may have and enjoy life, 

have it in abundance (to the full, 

till it overflows). 

-John 10:10 [Amp] 

I make this statement to infer that true meaning can 
never be achieved by anyone who is negligent of the 
purpose of God in his or her life. As free as we are to 
determine the courses of our destinies, it is vital to 
here mention in the plainest terms that: any human 
design, purpose or plan devoid of the vitality of 
the God-life is doomed to worthlessness! 

The One who created you should know how best you 
function; just as any automobile manufacturer knows 
his product. So who else is best fit to determine the 
purpose and limits of your life, if not God, your real 
creator? 
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Within the realm of creativity, to have real success, 
there is only one choice and it is to line up your acts 
behind God! This is the superior code to achieve the 
best impact and meaning. Anything done to the 
contrary will eventually crumble like a pack of poker. 
Don't forget, the best is what you deserve, so be wise! 

Having established the basic platforms upon which the 
mental blocs of all humans are anchored, it will not be 
out of place to say we have two kinds of mindsets from 
which several other types are produced. These two 
kinds of mindset need not have a name; by just 
knowing that they take their roots from the forces that 
influence them respectively, as is expressed in the 
scripture above, you'll definitely recognize them by the 
ideals they inspire their subjects to create. 

Whether you call them the Good and Bad, Righteous 
and Evil, Positive and Negative mindsets respectively, 
amounts to nothing until you know that the one is 
programmed after the character and by the influence 
of Jesus Christ and the other, by the dictates and 
nature of Satan, the devil. So, irrespective of what 
they are called, it is pertinent to note that their 
fundamental nature is determined by the platform on 
which they pitch their tent: either Righteousness or 
Evil; there are no middle grounds! 

Let this mind be in you which 
was also in Christ Jesus... 

-Philippians 2:5 [KJV] 
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While we have two kinds of mindsets as have been 
established above, it should be said that we have as 
many types of mindsets, as there are cities in the 
world, lined behind either of the two kinds we have 
discussed. 

For instance, the types of mindsets that are aligned to 
Righteousness are mindsets of Love, Supply or 
Abundance, Health, Security, Idea-generation, Giving, 
Prosperity, Peace, Success, Divine-direction or Purpose 
and as many as you can find in Christ. Evil too, will 
produce from its own stock: Wickedness, Hatred, 
Jealousy, and as many as you can think up. In Nigeria, 
there is the igbo-man's mindset just as there is the 
Nigerian mentality. Types of mindsets are quite 
enormous; just locate their nature to get at their roots. 

However, it appears there are cases where evil minds, 
as it were, live in abundance. Such cases shouldn't 
trouble you. Every of these ideals mentioned above are 
creatable based on principles that must be applied 
which we will get to shortly. But in terms of 
abundance, it should be noted that it doesn't 
necessarily translate to prosperity. The fact that 
someone has so much money doesn't mean such a one 
is prospering. As much as abundance can be created 
(as is the case with Righteousness), it can also be 
acquired through various means that include 
hereditary, crook, hard-work, donations and theft. 

Also note that the kind of Abundance that comes with 
Righteousness has virtually nothing to do with Hard- 
work. Yes! If it were, then there wouldn't be a need to 
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hold claim to supernatural prosperity which is more 
enduring and rewarding. 

The highest possible stage in 

moral culture is when we 

recognize that we ought to 

control our thoughts. 

-Charles Darwin 

Back to the evolution of mindsets; We must 
understand that our mindsets are formed consciously 
or not, principally by the choices we make or refuse to 
make based on certain biases we have that may be as 
a result of our cultures, education, personal 
experiences or the experiences of those we are 
informed of. 

Our mindsets on issues are formed based on the 
considerations and reservations we have about such 
issues. For instance, while in some parts of the world, 
especially in Africa, where it is seen as an appropriate 
order for all first children to be males because of 
certain notions commonly held among Africans, in 
some other parts of the world it makes no difference. 

It is popularly held in some parts of Africa that a male 
first-child is the right order because males are believed 
to be better handlers of affairs and therefore best fit to 
protect the interest of the family. But whether this 
notion is right or wrong depends on your perspective, 
which again is reflective of your mindset. Nevertheless, 
we are informed of women in Africa that have and still 
are proving that given a level playing field or not, a 
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woman can out-class the best man on the job, if she is 
better. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, the first African female 
President, proves j ust that! 

Also in other parts of the world, presumed to be 
developed, therefore more mature nations, some 
strange notions still hold sway. Such notions as that a 
man can only be qualified and treated as such as long 
as his skin is not coloured; in the sense that it is white 
or that he is not of a certain origin. You see, all of 
these are the manifestations of the mindsets people 
have. But if we must ask, why do some people think 
that because they are of a certain skin shade, which 
some others may not be disposed to, makes them 
extracts of superior races? Why do they think that 
way? It is simple. It is a choice! 

They choose to think that way even when they know 
that both biologically and otherwise, there are no 
proofs of their assertions to being of superior 
extraction, none! They just choose to programme their 
minds that way and teach others to believe their 
notions. A school of thought is soon formed, then a 
generation of same school of thought. That is how it 
grows but it started from one man; thinking! This 
points us to the fact that mindset determines 
perspective and perception which in effect results in 
the formation of character and behaviour. 

Therefore in evolving a mindset of your own, that 
empowers the creation of your ideals, it is important 
that you first have an open mind. Allow some air into 
your medulla and breathe freely. It is also important 
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that you avoid undue biases and attraction to notions 
that neither hold sway nor have any solid foundations. 

To get at the root of notions, especially the popular 
notions people hold, search out the spirit behind them; 
that essence that seems to give them life and propel 
their influence. Find out if the notions promote genuine 
love and creativity. Are they vital for the release of 
potentials and the actualization of noble aspirations, 
especially God's core quest to save this dying world 
from condemnation? These are the basic questions, so 
be guarded! 

It thus implies that should your mindset be mundane, 
your thoughts will follow suit; for they find expression 
through the condition of your mind. And, if your 
thoughts are noble, you can rest-assure, your life 
wouldn't be any different either. 

Consequently, it is critical that you have the right 
mindset to enable you achieve your goals. This is 
possible only by programming your mind to function 
creatively - that is, programming it to effect the 
creation of your noble ideals - which is your utmost 
responsibility. 

Things don't just happen; they 
are created! 

To live a life of purpose and succeed at it is your call; 
make it happen! 
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Engineering the Mind for 
Results 

The direction of the 
mind is more 
important than its 
progress. 

-Joseph Joubert 

I have experienced the effects of negative mental 
programming and have both met and read of countless 
others who have had same experiences, most of whom 
for the worse part were consumed and destroyed by it. 
But the rest few, rose to the challenge of distinguishing 
themselves by choosing to re-engineer their minds to 
create their utmost aspirations. 

For you to achieve quantum progress in life as you 
seek to create your noble ideals there is the need to 
re-school yourself and develop the quality of mindset 
that will guarantee your success. 

This is how stars are made. The choice to reason and 
act differently from the pack only exposes the 
treasures within you because you seek to make a 
mark. Not everyone thinks differently. I n fact most 
people just adjust and conform to standards than 
bother think of alternatives even when the standards 
are inimical to the attainment of their goals in life. This 
is the reason it is always a sight to behold when new 
stars emerge on the scene. Every one wonders! 
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How come! 

How did she get there? 

But we always knew him? 

It's a lie! 

At least there reactions imply that stars are not from 
space. They were everyday people who chose to think 
and act different from the pack. J ust by re-engineering 
their minds to achieve their goals, they stood out from 
the crowd. The truth is, only those who produce results 
stand out for recognition. The reason not everyone 
receives a rousing ovation is because it is the exclusive 
reserve of those who produce results; and the more 
exceptional the results, the more outstanding the 
recognition. But the key is to begin by re-engineering 
your mind based on The Four Conventions for Mind 
Engineering. 

Success or failure in life begins 

from the thoughts that fill your 

mind, that is, from your way of 

thinking. 

-Chris Oyakhilome 

As a prelude to The Four Conventions for Mind 
Engineering, which you are about to be informed of, it 
is imperative for you to understand that the only 
material that guarantees your success in life and upon 
which your thoughts should be based is the word of 
God. 
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THE FOUR CONVENTIONS FOR 
MIND ENGINEERING 

And do not be 
conformed to this 
world, but be 
transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove 
what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect 
will of God. 
Romans 12; 2 [NKJV] 

Conventions are rules instituted to govern actions or 
the conducts of men in such a way that order is 
maintained or achieved. It makes no difference what 
the rules are instituted to prevent, protect or promote. 
What is more relevant is that the rules if kept attract 
consequences and vice versa. 

The Four Conventions for Mind Engineering are vital 
rules that anyone with a resolute will to accomplish 
astonishing feats cannot afford to be ignorant of. They 
are instituted to develop and promote the instincts of 
creativity in all humans. The four conventions we are 
focused on are critical for the re-engineering of the 
human mind in order to empower and stimulate it to 
produce results and in effect create its ideals. 
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There is need for a transformation, albeit a complete 
reformation of your thinking process in order to have 
you empowered to produce quality results; the type 
that leave you completely fulfilled in life. This is what 
formal education seeks to achieve but with limited 
success. The fact is you cannot be a success in life if 
you maintain your native mentality. All true successes 
are those who re-engineer their mentality; they re- 
programme their mindsets in order to empower 
themselves to actualise their noble ideals. 

The Four Conventions for Mind Engineering are a 
classic recipe for evolving the right mindset for you. If 
you tend your mind toward them in order to take full 
grasp of their essence, you will create your ideals. But 
the opposite will attract its own consequences. 
However it is critical for you to understand that beyond 
them is nothing as concrete to guarantee the creation 
of your noble ideals. 
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THE GOLDEN CONVENTION: 
BELIEVE! 

If ye will not believe, 
surely ye shall not be 
established. 

-Isaiah 7: 9b [KJV] 

Whether they are multi- billionaires, inventors, 
composers or athletes, they have all had to be steered 
to the accomplishment of their goals by a resolute will, 
inspired by an unflinching belief in their abilities to 
perform exceptionally. This is the golden rule - 
believe! 

To believe is to accept the possibility of actualizing any 
given quest or goal in spite of surmounting evidences 
to the contrary. It is to see reasons beyond the 
ordinary to get ahead with your quest to create an 
uncommon ideal. The truth is every great individual 
that ever lived, always had more than one good reason 
to change his or her course but one insane reason to 
believe and get ahead with the creation of the ideal in 
question. Thus, because they chose to doubt their 
doubts, against all odds they achieved greatness 
eventually! 

Believing, as a factor for creativity is a necessity that 
cannot be negotiated or circumvented by any other 
approach or system. All of what we see as creativity 
today are direct offshoots of believing minds. 
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Think of a multi-billionaire who started out with 
virtually nothing but a belief to make a difference with 
his initiative and Bill Gates comes raptly to mind. But if 
you have never bothered to consider it, it is worthy of 
note that the young man Gates, before the emergence 
of his stupendous and rocketing fortune had to 
contend with the thought of not just quitting school 
and conventional education but with the risk of 
succeeding at all. However, nothing else could have 
aided his ability to pull through with his pre-occupation 
then than his personal convictions; his beliefs! What do 
you think? 

Or perhaps what do you think motivated Thomas 
Edison to among several inventions in spite of terrible 
setbacks, leave behind a world record of 1,093 patents 
for inventions he had in his lifetime, of which the light 
bulb is the most profound and celebrated? Nothing but 
belief! Surprisingly after several years of his transition 
we are yet to have even a group of individuals break 
that record! 

We can go on and talk about great people all over the 
world: Richard Brandson, Nelson Mandela, Beethoven, 
Winston Churchill, King Jaja of Opobo, Donald Trump, 
Chris Oyakhilome, T.D Jakes, Oprah Winfrey or even 
Mother Theresa. The story is the same: belief fires 
greatness to being. It is the springboard from which all 
accomplishments take flight! 

It makes no difference what the goal is or who the 
personalities are. Neither does it in the least matter 
what the challenges associated with the individuals 
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are. All these are irrelevant issues. The truth is, all 
great achievers, known or unknown globally, fully clad 
with the effects of their exceptional achievements were 
once regular people who had stern challenges and 
inadequacies like everyone else. Yet they outclassed 
their past because they believed they could! This is the 
golden rule. 

If thou canst believe, all things 

are possible to him that 

believeth. 

-Mark9:23(KJV] 

It therefore means that the root of creativity is a 
believing mind; a mind that accepts the possibility of 
the creation of an ideal that does not yet exist in 
structure - that is, in physical form; a mind that is full 
of potent reasons to pursue the creation of an ideal or 
the accomplishment of a goal because it knows it is 
possible. This is why it is not just enough to think. You 
must think right. You must think in tandem with the 
possibilities associated with the creation of the quest in 
hand. 

What do you think motivate people to tread uncharted 
courses; to go where no one has been before or where 
small minds dread to tread? Nothing but belief! 

Inventors and innovators are great believers because 
they do things that are not common. They take us into 
places we have never been before but in which they 
have always had a habitation. They unveil vistas of 
existence we never had an inkling of but with which 
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they had always romanced, and but for them, progress 
in creativity would be a day-dream reality. 

J ust observe the world from your corner, irrespective 
of what religion it is, the overriding principles that 
binds its doctrine in one fold and which advances its 
course, is the belief of its subjects. The call is the same 
too. The religions of the world all beckon upon their 
subjects to believe their doctrines. Why? 

The reason is not far fetched, the proponents of 
religious dogmas know that it is only when they get a 
hold of the mind of their subjects at the instance of the 
subjects themselves would their dogmas have an 
impact in the lives of their subjects and in extension 
the lives of those their subjects influence. 

But without thy mind could I do 

nothing; that thy benefit should 

not be as it were of necessity, but 

willingly. 

-Philemon 1; 14 [KJV] 

A believing mind is like a satellite that attracts to itself 
signals it has been programmed to interpret. So 
whether what you believe is right or wrong, you will 
attract to yourself its kind, you must understand that 
as long as you live, you will definitely believe certain 
dogmas .whether they are right or wrong makes no 
difference, you will attract to yourself things that will 
promote them. 
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Faith and fear are united on one ground: they are both 
actions based on believing minds. Belief, it is 
imperative for your understanding is not action. It is a 
state of mind that influences action in either of two 
ways: faith or fear, this implies that we act in faith or 
fear because of the state of our minds- what we 
believe. 

Let us stretch that a little bit. Two guys are taking a 
course on flying parachutes with the hope that after 
their course, they would be professionals. They go 
through all the preliminary on-ground trainings until it 
it's time to actually take the dive. The first without 
much stress is off the craft and successfully shoots his 
parachute. 

Then it is time for the second but he refuses to take 
the dive because he is scared of heights as he later 
admits. His heart fails him when he sees the distance 
of the earth from the craft even though he and the 
other, who is already gliding through the sky, did 
attend all the sessions together. 

I am sure you know why the latter failed to complete 
the course. It was not necessarily because he feared 
heights, no. it was more because he believed either 
of two things. Either that the law of gravity would 
prove its potency during his turn or that the parachute 
would likely develop a fault. He had no confidence in 
the capability of the parachute to glide him through the 
sky. Both ways, his beliefs were translated to fear 
which was the action he took. The reality is that while 
the former had his belief translated to faith that was 
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expressed as his action; he the latter, restrained 
himself. 

You might argue that his inaction could not amount to 
or credited as fear, since he took no action per se. No 
qualms! But the question is: doesn't his refusal to act 
as he ought to translate to acting as he ought not to? 
And if that is so, as it does appear, what then could his 
action translate to? Faith! Of course not! 

Both men believed. But while the one placed his mind 
on the possibility of success, the other thought 
otherwise. Put differently, both men expressed belief. 
But while the former expressed belief - or had faith - 
on the parachute's capability of gliding him to safety, 
the latter expressed belief - or had faith - on gravity's 
ability to pull him down. Hence his withdrawal was an 
expression of his belief. 

Therefore, if you place the tiles in proper alignment 
you will come to the conclusion that to fear is to 
express belief - or have faith - on the factors that are 
inimical to the breeding of creative instincts and the 
creation of your ideals. 

Look at it closely, while the former had faith to fly, the 
other had faith to withdraw because of the beliefs or 
notions they individually held. They both acted based 
on the beliefs they had. That was the motivation for 
their actions. 

Therefore in programming your mind for creative 
instincts and results, it is vital that you stimulate it to 
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be fixed on the factors that promote the creation of 
your ideals. You must believe in possibilities. This is the 
golden rule and it is so far the simple reason that you 
can only create what you believe is possible. 

Your mind must accept in totality the possibility of the 
creation of that ideal in question in spite of negating 
influences. Except it does, it cannot grasp the 
resources necessary for creating it. 

I don't know what your aspirations or goals are in life; 
neither can I fathom your present objects of interest. 
But one thing I am quite certain of is that as long as 
you believe in the possibilities that promote the 
creation of those ideals, you will definitely create them. 
As long as you believe, if you will only believe, you will 
receive all the resources you will ever need in creating 
them. They will be created by your believing mind. 

A believing mind is like a satellite 

that attracts to itself signals it 

has been programmed to 

interpret. 

By receiving the resources you would ever need in 
creating your ideals , I mean attracting to yourself all of 
the help you would need, for they already exist. It 
could be ideas, people's skills or finances; it is 
inconsequential. By just believing you will attract them 
to yourself. 

Believe! Always believe in the factors that promote the 
creation of your aspirations because it is a critical 
prerequisite for their actualization. 
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Henry Ford had to believe that he could not only invent 
cars but also make them available to the greatest 
number of people rather than an object of luxury for 
the patrician class as was suggested by cynics then, 
given the high cost of production. But Guess what? He 
succeeded in not only creating a better brand of cars 
at his time but also made them more affordable to 
maintain and purchase by the greater number of 
people. 

It would interest you to know that as at the time of 
Henry Ford's venture into automobile manufacturing, 
there were basically no roads but tracks because 
horses were the popular means of transportation. But 
today because he dared to believe and advance in the 
direction of his belief, roads have become a major part 
of the design of the landscapes of the world on which 
diverse brands of cars ply, all because one man 
believed! Today no one can talk of the history of 
automobiles without acknowledging the remarkable 
contributions of Henry Ford to the founding and 
development of the automobile industry. The world will 
always adjust to accommodate great believers! 

J esus Christ while he did traversed the earth, in his 
interaction with people irrespective of their challenges, 
beckoned on them to believe in the factor that 
promoted the creation of their ideals; and that was 
what was responsible for their transformations; their 
faiths! Therefore irrespective of what the quest in 
question is, be it technological, scientific or spiritual, 
you must believe in the factors that promote its 
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creativity. Believe! Always believe! That's the way to 
go! 
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THE SECOND CONVENTION: 
STRETCH YOUR MIND! 

For as he thinketh in 
his heart so is he. 

Proverbs 23: 7 [KJV] 

Now that you know believing in the factors that 
promote the creation of your ideal opens your mind to 
the realization of your goals, you must move to the 
next basic convention which is responsible for piloting 
you upward in engineering your mind for creative 
instincts and results, and it's simple: THINK BIG! 

This is what fired the ambition in a young lad to rise 
above the squalor of his youth, racial discrimination 
and the challenges of being a child of single 
parenthood to set a penchant in the world for 
separating Siamese twins. Of course it's none other 
than Dr. Ben Carson best-selling author of the all-time 
classics: Think Big, Gifted Hands and The Big picture. 
The same is told daily of people who are achieving 
extra- ordinary feats regardless of who they are or what 
the colours of their skins are. It is important that as an 
individual on the path to greatness, you do not just 
believe in possibilities but also refuse to recline and 
limit the embers of your mind to certain ill-conceived or 
doctored parameters and notions that will not promote 
your quest to create noble ideals. 

Stretch your mind as wide as it can to where it will as 
long as its movement is in line with the factors that 
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promote the actualization of noble ideals. People who 
have changed the way things are done in the world, 
did so by choosing to think beyond their present 
realities. I nnovators and inventors, the change makers, 
are those who think from outside the box. They think 
wild and they think big! 

To think big is to think to extreme of your ability 
without considering negating influences or opposing 
factors. In essence, to think big is to think the farthest 
of your best ability in line with possibilities. That's how 
stars are made. 

If you care to know, perhaps as a star in the making, 
you will always have more than enough inconvenient 
opposing factors to contend with as you move up the 
scale. You will always have convenient excuses to toe a 
different path other than that which leads to your 
chosen destination, at critical times in your life. But the 
logical thing is to do the illogical; ignore them and keep 
walking! 

If you must think at all, think to the extreme in line 
with possibilities! If you must desire a thing, desire the 
very best! Whatever it is that you engage in, go 
beyond the limits. It is only then that you would 
discover new horizons and chart a novel course for 
others to improve on. 

Men are not prisoners of fate but 
only prisoners of their own mind. 

-Franklin D. Roosevelt 
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Never be cultured by the limits of men's 
accomplishments irrespective of who they are. Always 
seek to advance beyond the feats of others, even if 
they are your mentors. The truth is all true mentors 
will seek for their proteges to transcend their 
accomplishments. So advance! 

Think big! Always think big! To be big you have to do 
big things and big things only proceed from minds that 
have been programmed to conceive them! Great 
people are those who conceive great things which they 
eventually do. If the act of thinking as inconsequential 
as it seems, is the pivot on which the success of your 
life is dependent, then it deserves the greatest 
attention. 

Mind is the great lever of all 

things; human thought is the 

process by which human ends 

are ultimately answered. 

-Daniel Webster 

To be small is not necessarily to be of humble or 
under- privilege descent; most great achievers were 
born that way. So that's insignificant. To be small is to 
think small; to limit your thoughts to the confines of 
your present enclaves. That's what it means to think 
within the box! 

For instance, if all you can think of when you seek to 
break new grounds are the factors that are likely to 
work against you - the limiting factors - then you are 
most likely to work within your accepted limits. That 
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presupposes that you won't break new grounds! How 
would you when you still have a mental bloc that limits 
your progress? 

Understand this: there is no notion, no matter how 
rational or philosophical it sounds, that stands as a 
stronger force than your will to succeed, none! Your 
destiny is at your mercy, so never for once accept any 
reason not to accomplish your goals nor create your 
noble ideals. Never! No matter how whack they might 
be. 

I n life you can only go as far as you permit yourself; 
obstacles or not, it amounts to nothing if you do not 
create the most stumbling obstacle of believing that 
the challenges you have are strong enough to impede 
your progress. 

Don't get me wrong please; I am not in the least 
implying that it is an offence to be abreast of the 
factors that are likely to pose a resistance on your 
drive to progress and success. No! Far from that! You 
should be aware of those factors but not for the 
purpose of adjusting to accommodate them, rather to 
prepare an offensive to counter them! 

You see, no matter how tough things get, they cannot 
be tougher than the resistance in the one who has in 
him the yeast to rise. You are a rising star so stay 
tough, strong and focused because it always comes to 
pass. It is all part of the baking process. 
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Challenges are not strange to champions. In fact, 
that's what makes them tick. That's why they are the 
only ones who are able to rise from debilitating 
conditions to champion success, in spite of the 
numerous hurdles they are exposed to, like all others. 
In the words of the author of "Vision 2015 -A Ten 
Year Development Plan for Delta State' Nigeria': 

Challenges are there to sift the 

wheat from the chaff; to ensure 

the wrong people do not cross 

over. 

-Seifa Tobi 

I believe his words are most effective in 
communicating the import of challenges for the one 
whose aspiration is the zenith of any given vocation or 
the creation of any noble ideal. It's that simple: any 
body who wants to move forward or create an ideal 
must have to contend with issues along the way, no 
shortcuts! 

Therefore as much as you aspire, be abreast of your 
challenges. But it is vital that you challenge them to 
your obeisance! It takes you to make the difference. 
Synchronising your life to be at par with your 
challenges only makes you like every one else - a 
commoner. So go beyond that! Stretch your mind 
beyond your present prevailing realities. Exceptional 
people do exceptional things. Stars shine the brightest 
when it's the darkest! So as pressing as your 
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challenges are, they serve you opportunities. Take 
advantage of them and shine! 

For centuries to come, God willing, the mind will 
remain the engine room from which lives are made and 
great ideas birthed. No matter how advance man gets 
with science and technology, the mind will remain the 
core determinant of the world's progress. Therefore it 
is important that the mind is programmed creatively to 
allow for the free flow of ideas that hold the key to 
constant innovation and changes in the direction of 
positive progression. 

Mind has transformed the world, 

and the world is repaying it with 

interest. It has led man where he 

had no idea how to go. 

-Paul Valery 

As have been over beaten, it is important that you 
have it impressed in your mind that your mindset 
determines the contents and products of your thoughts 
which are reflected in the quality of life you live. 

Since a man cannot be separated from his thought and 
his thoughts from his quality of life, it thus follows that 
his life will be characterized by the product of his 
dominant thoughts. This is why a man who seeks to 
live a modest quality of life must first refine his 
thinking process then define the course of his destiny. 

Don't forget, things don't just happen; they are 

created. Any ideal, no matter how grandiose it may 

48 



111? Birth IRQ 01 NOD 18 lQGcllS...<i classic expose on concepts and conventions for achieving results in life. 

seem, can be created if the mind working by The Four 
Conventions for Mind Engineering will dare allow it 
thrive. Above all, it is vital that the one who seeks 
progress and success in life must first believe then 
allow his mind breath freely. 

As he thinketh in his heart, so is he - think small and 
stay small; think big and expand the horizon, the 
choice is yours! 
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THE THIRD CONVENTION: 
CONTAIN INFLUENCES! 

Keep thy heart with all 
diligence; for out of it 
are the issues of life. 

-Proverbs 4: 23 [KJV] 

In this world that we live, faced with the barrage of 
amusements from every where our minds can get at, it 
is increasingly challenging to put them under the 
subjection of our wills. From the very moment we rise 
from sleep to make things happen in the day, we are 
confronted with diverse and divergent issues 
competing for our attention and consideration. 

You step into the bus thinking in line with your noble 
expectations for the day and just beside you is an 
Oldster with a tabloid that reads: 'The Stock 
Exchange Set To Crash! ", and oh, from your pre- 
occupation of organizing your day in order to make a 
difference, you have been drawn into the Stock 
Exchange brouhaha; and there it goes, yet another 
day! 

From reflecting on the headlines, you become 
engrossed in personal discussions with others, which 
perhaps grow into a general debate where everyone 
voices his concerns - fears - about his investments 
and you are not left out because you also have some 
concerns - fears - about your investments. You started 
the day alright, with enthusiasm and faith but by 
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entering into it, you've been caught up in the web of 
public opinion and fear. You best know what happens 
next, don't you? As usual another day evaporates in 
time. 

Perhaps this experience is strange to you. I agree. It 
should. There are nearly seven billion people in the 
world with unique experiences, that's why it would 
amount to insensitivity for me to infer that we all have 
exactly this type of experiences. We don't. 

But it could have been a phone call, rather than a 
tabloid's headline. It could have been the news from 
the T.V. or radio. Maybe a song we heard or a story we 
are told. It could even have been from the books we 
read. There are innumerable sources of information 
that bombard us daily and seek to challenge our 
standards, that's why we cannot exactly pin such 
experiences to any particular source. But one thing is 
certain; we all experience similar things even if not 
exactly as inferred. 

We daily come in contact with influences that promote 
our drive for results and vice versa. This places us 
sometimes in a fix with regards to how we relate with 
these influences. But before we get into the nitty-gritty 
of containing influences we need to understand that 
the sole purpose of influences is to determine our 
judgements and in extension our actions. It functions 
just the same way it sounds: Influences seek to 
influence our decisions and tilt our actions toward a 
certain direction. Hence, in order not to allow the 
barrage of influences gain the ascendancy in our minds 
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and lives without corresponding progress, we must 
contain them - carefully analyse, sift and consume 
only those which promote the creation of our ideals. 

Evil communication corrupts 
good manners. 

-1 Corinthians 15: 33 [KJV] 

It would be foolhardy to assume that all influences are 
bad. They are not. But the implication of "keep[ing] 
thy heart with all diligence" as the bible forecloses, 
presupposes that not all influences are to be embraced 
and that in fact there is need for thorough examination 
of these influences in order to protect the condition of 
your mind from being corrupted by logical mental 
viruses that possess all the trappings of sensibility but 
lack the ingredients for promoting the creation of your 
ideals. 

Influences just like food come in different forms for 
unique functions in their bid to determine your 
decisions. However no matter what form they take, 
whether as information or actions, it makes no 
difference, the key thing to note in containing 
influences in such a way that you take responsibility for 
their power over you is to ask the simple but critical 
question: How does this promote the creation of 
my ideal? 

It's that simple. But by answering this question, you'd 
be able to discern whether by yielding to any particular 
influence, you'd be inspired to create your ideal. If not, 
trash them off! Creativity thrives on inspiration. If 
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you're not inspired enough by the influences that 
confront you to reach your utmost aspirations and 
create your ideals, then realize that you don't need 
them. 

You need inspiration to create your ideals, irrespective 
of what they are. I nspiration is nothing more than the 
fuel that keeps alight that flame within you and nudges 
you on to toe the line of creativity and meaning in life. 

Never underestimate the power of inspiration. Men 
that have out-classed their past have always been 
influenced by forces beyond themselves to leave 
legendary imprints on the charts of history; whose 
imports have in themselves generated a barrage of 
inspiration to those that have lived beyond them. 

No one is a light unto himself not 
even the sun 

-Anthonio Porchia 

To get ahead in life, you need to be inspired! You need 
to be influenced by either someone, a group of people 
spread around different times in your life or some 
great ideal beyond yourself. 

You need to get information and of course form 
alliances, which still translate to influences. However 
whether such influences are internal (from you and 
directed at someone or something else) or external 
(from someone or something else and directed at you) 
is not really as important as their function; the spirit 
behind them! So just as the bible cautions: keep thy 
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heart with diligence! I n other words, protect your 
mind with your best ability because if it is corrupted, 
your life will not be any different, since corruption 
begets corruption. Therefore watch it! Only get 
attracted to those influences that inspire the creation 
of your noble ideals. 
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THE FOURTH CONVENTION: 

DON'T WORRY; JUST KEEP 

TALKING RIGHT! 

Worry is like a rocky 
chair. It gives you 
something to do, but it 
doesn't get you 
anywhere. 
-Burke Hedges 

I n life some people are professional warriors; not in 
the sense of might but as it regards their concerns 
about both trivial and inconsequential matters that 
might be as frivolous as the movement of a wall gecko 
on the ceiling to the presence of a cobweb in their 
wardrobes. People worry for different reasons; both 
sound and unsound reasons. However the point is, 
very few people are aware that by worrying, they 
erode their sense of composure and recline their minds 
to the backwaters of creativity, and this is the prime 
challenge, since worrying does not enhance creativity 
in any way. 

But let's face it; if we would be kind to give it some 
thoughts, people actually do have enough sound 
reasons to be worried. For instance their careers, 
education, survival, health or even most critically their 
finances pose as serious concerns over which they 
spend quality time and resources worrying about. 
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Quite a lot of issues serve as burdens for people to 
worry about. But the question is: Does worrying either 
minimally or otherwise engender any change in the 
condition of things? Does worrying offer solutions to 
the challenges people face and the burdens they bear? 
Of course, not! So what's the point? 

Therefore I tell you, stop being 

perpetually uneasy (anxious and 

worried) about your life, what 

you shall not eat or what you 

shall drink; or about your body, 

what you shall put on. Is not life 

greater [in quality] than food, 

and the body [far above and 

more excellent] than clothing? 

Look at the birds of the air; they 

neither sow nor reap nor gather 

into barns, and yet your heavenly 

father keeps feeding them. Are 

you not worth much more than 

they? 

And who of you by worrying and 

being anxious can add one unit of 

measure (cubit) to his stature or 

to the span of his life? 

-Matthew 6: 25 - 27 [Amp] 
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So you see worrying has no constructive import. 
Rather it saps your creative instincts. If you must 
worry there are more than a million logical reasons to 
worry about. But does that solve the problem? Does 
that in any way lead to a solution? Never does! Never 
has! Never will! 

Whether we admit it or not, the basic reason we ever 
worry is because we have deep concerns about our 
welfare which culminates into a fear of uncertainty as 
it relates to those concerns. Consider a student with a 
dream to actualize but without the means with which 
to scale the hurdles of studentship. Looking back and 
forth, he finds not the faintest flicker of hope and all 
that be-stares him is the shocking 'reality' of his 
dashed hopes and broken dreams. Such a one has a 
good reason to worry because he fears the demise of 
his dreams, doesn't he? Of course, he does. 

Neither a man nor a crowd nor a 
nation can be trusted to act 

humanely or think sanely under 
the influence of a great fear. 

-Bertrand Russell 

But as have been earlier said, such a person must 
understand that to fear is to express belief in the 
factors that are inimical to the breeding of creative 
instincts and the creation of your ideals. Therefore 
anything born of fear would be inimical to the breeding 
of noble creativity, what do you think? 
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The issues that worry us no matter how sound they 
are, are deeply rooted to some in-born fears of the 
mind. This is the reason why the anxiety we feel when 
we worry has adverse effects on the harmony of our 
body system. Thus, given that worrying, that 
expression of inordinate anxiety, erodes our sense of 
composure, why should we expect to have a mental or 
physical balance of our body system? And if we are 
deficient of that balance, how can we effectively create 
functional ideals? Hear me; it pays no one to worry. 

Do not fret or have any anxiety 
about anything... 

Philippians 4:6(Amp] 

So you see; worrying does no good. But as valid as this 
statement is, it would surprise you to know that 
worrying is not entirely useless. Yes, it could be useful 
if you would think constructively. Think of it for a 
moment, when you worry what do you worry about? 
Whatever it is, is inconsequential. What is most 
important is the fact that there is an issue that 
engages your mind and creates a kind of mental 
disequilibrium that deprives you of the liberty to be 
creative. 

Anyway, while worrying about those issues (whatever 
they are) what was the state of your mind? I should 
say anxious, right? That is to say you were disturbed 
by the thought of your inadequacy in relation to the 
burden of your mind. But have you ever thought about 
it? What if you had just noted that particular 
inadequacy or burden and rather than think of its 
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effect on you or its existence at all, you channelled 
your mind to thinking of the way out of it? 

We are all dangerous till our 
fears grow thoughtful. 

-John Ciard 

You must understand that no one can create an ideal 
by just worrying about issues. That's not the way to 
create. In engineering the mind for results, you must 
go beyond thinking of the "why" of issues to rather 
thinking of the "how". To think of the "why" of issues 
is to discover their causative nature. And that is to 
know exactly what is behind the issues in question. But 
to think of the "how" is to transcend that level into 
depths of reason that reveal solutions to the issues in 
question - which is the creative aspect of reasoning. 

It's not enough to have serious reasons to worry about 
and get messed up worrying about them. You must 
take advantage of the burden of your heart - those 
challenges that are bent on keeping you in a state of 
disequilibrium - and create changes by thinking of the 
"how" out of them. That's what creativity is and that's 
how you should think. So rather than just think of your 
inadequacies, which everyone has, go beyond them 
and think of the way out - the how! 

You might want to ask, St. Franklyn how are you sure 
by thinking of the "how" to get out I 'II actually get out? 
Well, I don't have much to say in that regard. But I can 
assure you, your mind will go where it is directed. If 
you don't believe it, your mind will follow suit. But I 
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dare say don't worry, just think creatively - ask the 
"how" out of it and the answers will come first in 
trickles then sooner, floods of them will come rushing. 
When they do, pick the best options and keep ahead! 
Don't forget; ask the "how"! It's that simple. 

For he that will love life, and see 

good days, let him refrain his 

tongue from evil, and his lips that 

they speak no guile: 

-lPeter3;10(KJV] 

The second aspect of this convention, in engineering 
your mind for results has to do with the words you 
speak - your confessions! You have had it established 
that you need to believe first, stretch your mind by 
thinking from outside the box, contain the barrage of 
influences that compete for your attention and employ 
your worries to enrich your life in order to re-engineer 
your mind. But get this: if the most important 
instrument of creativity in life, your mouth, is ignored 
there is little you can achieve creatively. The word 
mouth takes its root from the Greek word STOMA 
which represents the front edge of a sword. This 
implies that with your mouth, you ought to cut through 
the challenges of life you are confronted by. Your 
mouth is the tool for charting your course in life. 

The power is in the 
announcement! 

-Chris Oyakhilome 
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Your words just like the words of God the Creator of all 
living essence are designed to be creative. There is 
power in your words; in the confessions that you 
make. It's not enough to think right, you must talk 
right! You must speak words in consonance with your 
beliefs and expectations. By talking, you don't complain 
about your challenge rather you address it! 

When men are cast down, then 
thou shalt say, There is lifting up; 

-Job 22:29 [KJV] 

Worries have a way of finding an abode in our mouth, 
rooted in our words and conflicting with the directions 
of our lives, that's why we must check what we say 
and say only what lines up neatly with the actualisation 
of our ideals. 



Don't think for once that the words you speak are 
impotent; therefore incapable of initiating creativity. 
Rather the reverse should be the case. The words you 
speak are vital; they have life and are capable of doing 
what you send them forth for. 

A man's life shall be satisfied 

with the fruit of his mouth; and 

with the increase of his lips shall 

he be filled. 
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Death and life are in the power of 

the tongue: and they that love it 

shall eat the fruit thereof. 

Proverbs 18: 20-21 (KJV] 

God, in whose likeness all living beings are formed, 
created the entire world by the words of his mouth. 
When He spoke, things took shape after the manner of 
His instruction. Fortunately, the same principle still 
applies today because we are like Him. I n other words, 
we function in just the same way He did then. 

Our words are backed by the same power that enables 
us to breathe and live. They are reflective of our 
natures and quite interestingly too, irrespective of their 
innate essence are creative. This implies that whether 
or not the one who speaks realises it, the words that 
such a one speaks will create themselves. 

The mouth of a righteous man is 

a well of life: but violence 

covereth the mouth of the 

wicked. 

Proverbs 10:11 [KJV] 

There is no dabbling about it. If a righteous man 
speaks profanely, he would create profanity. Even 
though it is not in his nature to speak profanely, he 
would create it by just saying it. Could the reverse be 
the case? Most certainly! This is the same method used 
in converting unrighteous people to God. If an evil man 
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will dare speak Christ, he would create Christ in 
himself. 

Talking is like cracking a rock! The rock doesn't get 
smashed at the first smack; it may not even be the 
fifth or twelfth. But you know too well, as sure as I do 
that with every strike comes a crack from deep within 
that rock and if the strikes remain focused and 
consistent, that rock has no choice but to give way 
sometime soon. The bible says in Ecclesiastes 11:3 
that "if the clouds be full of rain, they empty 
themselves upon the earth..." 

Keep saying it! Don't stop talking 

it! The Bible says in the city of 

Ephesus, 'so mightily grew the 

word of God and prevailed!' 

-Chris Oyakhilome 

So the question is; have you been talking your worries, 
inadequacies and fears? If so, then things are not 
about to change. If you want to change things, change 
the way you've been talking and talk more as you 
ought to until it makes complete sense to you, then 
the solutions will come! 

Behold also the ships, which 

though they be so great, and are 

driven of fierce winds, yet are 

they turned about with a very 

small helm, whithersoever the 

governor listeth. 
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Even so the tongue is a little 

member, and boasteth great 

things. Behold how great a 

matter a little fire kindleth! 

And the tongue is a fire, a world 

of iniquity: so is the tongue 

among our members, that it 

defileth the whole body, and 

setteth on fire the course of 

nature... 

-James 3: 4-6 [KJV] 

Say what you want to create; that noble ideal you 
want to create, say it! I say things I want to create 
everyday. For instance, before venturing to write this 
book, I've been saying it ceaselessly that I'm writing a 
classic book. I know it! I really do not need anyone to 
say so before I accept it as true. Even though initially it 
wasn't this good, but by saying consistently what I 
believe deep in my spirit, I have succeeded in writing a 
classic book. It mustn't make sense to you but it sure 
does mean everything to me. With my words, I have 
charted my course to this point on my way upward and 
there is no saying how far I 'II go. 

So it doesn't matter what odds are against you, just 
talk right consistently and you'd create change in your 
particular area of enterprise. Don't worry, just keep 
talking right, it will give way soon, I assure you! 
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Hundreds of people can talk for 

one who can think, but 

thousands can think for one 

who can see. To see clearly is 

poetry, prophecy and religion - 

all in one. 

-JOHN RUSKIN 
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THE 2 nd ELEMENT 

A rock pile ceases to be 
a rock pile the moment 
a single man 
contemplates it, 
bearing within him the 
image of a cathedral. 
-Saint - Exupery 

Several years ago, I read a story of how two people 
were told to tell the measure of water in a glass jar. 
The two of them looking at the same glass jar, gave 
two different but correct answers. Looking at the jar 
the first said it was half empty while the second opined 
that it was half full. 

Logically, they were both correct. Each told the 
measure according to his particular perspective. No 
doubt, the measure of water was the same. 1 1 was also 
the same jar of water they were looking at. But their 
answers were different because they looked at the jar 
of water from different perspectives. 

What do you think was responsible for the difference in 
their two correct answers? If you think it's their 
mindset, you'd be absolutely correct. If you'd recollect, 
it has been previously established that mindset is like 
an optical shade through which things are 
viewed. The colour of the shade through which 
we view, determines the colour of the things we 
see. I n effect, the conditions of our minds affect our 
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perspectives - the way we view things - which in turn 
is responsible for the way we relate with issues. 

Sight is beautiful. It is the second principle of creativity 
- the ability to see! Beyond thinking your ability to 
visualize your ideals, to see them in reality is a key 
prerequisite for their creation. 

How far you go in life depends largely on your ability 
to see. I n essence, your ability to see beyond the 
ordinary; through the chasm of intangible reality that 
befogs the physical plane of life, is critical for the 
creation of your ideals. Except you do, you'd not grasp 
the vast reserves of resources available beyond the 
physical world to transcend all that has been created 
already. 

To go beyond what is, is to look beyond it and get a 
hold of that better something out there in the horizon. 
Beyond thoughts, sight is critical for success and just 
like mindset we all have visions in varying degree and 
quality. But as divergent and diverse as our visions are, 
vision does function as the second element of 
creativity. 

Vision is the visual representation of the condition of 
the mind. A visual representation is a picture, in this 
case, the picture of one's mindset or for short - our 
imaginations. It is a critical element of creativity 
because people only create what they see - which in 
itself is an offshoot of the quality of their mindsets. 

Vision is the art of translating thoughts graphically. It is 
the ability to see thoughts in colours and images. That 
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is what it is to see. Understand this: when you see, 
you take in thoughts as images. Which in effect means, 
to see is to bodify thoughts: to give form to thoughts; 
to imagine! 

All humans whether sane or not drive toward the 
direction of their visions. Nobody ventures without a 
course in view. You are where you are today either 
accidentally or incidentally because you chose to walk 
the paths that got you there. 

Remember, we earlier likened mindset to optical 
shades when employed to view things; expounding 
that the colour of the shade through which we see 
determine the light from which we view things. This is 
what also informs the visions people have, their 
perspectives and opinions about issues. 

The same factors that influence the programming of 
the mind are also responsible for the formation of the 
visions people have because peoples' perspectives and 
opinions are a direct product of the way their minds 
are programmed. No one can see things different from 
the way his mind is programmed. This is because the 
mindset is the mould in which thoughts are cast and 
which further is the determinant of the quality of life 
we all live. So to think success is to open that window 
of sight to behold success, don't you see? 

The eye obeys exactly the action 
of the mind. 

-Emerson 
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For instance if a child is taught to believe that because 
he was born from a financially-challenged background, 
there are little or no possibilities of him ever amounting 
to anything in life; that as a result of his challenged 
background he is incapacitated and restricted to the 
confines of servitude and austerity, what do you think 
will become of such a child? Nothing but servitude and 
austerity! As a result of his mental programming that 
child can only see himself as being poor and 
underprivileged and would only break such doctoring 
by an alternative and positive influence. 

Or worse still, correlating with our previous analogy, a 
man is told that as a result of the colour of his skin, 
which of course is not his making, he is a second-class 
citizen and can only enjoy 'privileges' at the mercy of 
'superior' citizens of a certain skin shade, as we see in 
the world today. Certainly, it will take the 'mis- 
education' of the like of Martin Luther King (J nr.) and 
the Jesse Jacksons to give confidence to that 
generation and 'race' of humans, otherwise they'll 
remain doomed for as long as they stay so doctored. 

The same goes for that young lad who has been made 
to believe that due to his 'under- privileged' make-up he 
would not amount to much in life. As long as he 
believes that jargon, he'll remain in the ghetto. The 
way out of the ghetto is to know what those who live 
in the highbrows know. And what do they know? 
"Anything is possible to the believer." 

It's that simple: Anything is possible! Not some things 
but anything - including getting off the ghetto! The 
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question is not how it will happen, but that it will 
happen to all who believe. 

Today, a greater percentage of the world holds the 
view that racial discrimination is unfair and unjust by 
all rational standards. It is held that men of all races 
and places regardless of their affiliations are equal and 
of same composition. They hold this view because they 
choose to think different from the proponents of racial 
discrimination. They choose to think more rationally 
and allow their minds breathe some air rather than 
have it choked up with fumes of selective reckoning. 

You see, they hold these views because they think 
it's irrational to stigmatize people due to the shade of 
their skin. This stretches the notion that people hold 
unique views because of their unique ways of thinking. 
They view life and relate with it based on their mental 
programming. This proves the obvious: mindset 
determines perspective. 

It thus follows that if that young lad can dare believe 
that in spite of his challenged background, he still can 
become whatever he dreams, then nothing will stop 
him - nothing! It's not going to be a jolly- ride no 
doubt, but nothing is strong enough to stop him if he is 
determined to change his life by reprogramming his 
mind and seeing things from a better perspective. 
That's how stars are made! 

The basic thing is to think right - based on the factors 
that promote the creation of your ideals. When you do, 
you'll naturally see right. Sight just like thought does 
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not have a mind of its own. It is ruled and directed by 
the mindset of he who has it, irrespective of what the 
condition of the mind is. In effect, the quality of your 
vision about the issues of life is based on the quality of 
your mindset. How you see depends on how your mind 
is programmed. 

Vision cannot be re-engineered or modified without 
interfering with the programme of the mind. A poor 
vision is the result of a poor mindset. Therefore to alter 
vision is to alter the programme of the mind. To 
improve vision is to first improve mindset - nothing 
short of that! Anyone trying to do the reverse is only 
daring to stand in natures' way - he'll be crushed! 
Principles remain what they are; principles! You either 
bend toward them or get broken by them. Either way, 
life goes on and principles stand rock-solid! 

No doubt, the right mindset serves as recipe for 
evolving noble visions. But how you engage your ability 
to see, in creating your ideals is a different ball game. 
J ust seeing is not enough to qualify for quality vision. 
You must culture your mind's eye to be intelligent 
enough to propel you toward the creation of your 
ideals, and to help you achieve this are The Four 
Laws of Sight Enhancement. 

But for the most part, you must be aware of this 
reality: no man has ever advanced beyond the 
grasp of his own vision. No one has ever created 
an ideal grander than his wildest imagination. 
Thus, all men's legacies are their own creations. 
So, it's your responsibility to not just create your 
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dream but to cream it to your best ability because 
that's exactly what you'd create; what you design. If 
you don't do that, you'll live with what you permit but 
certainly not anything closer to or grander than your 
hallowed aspirations. 
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THE FIRST LAW OF SIGHT ENHANCEMENT: 

LOOK BEYOND! 

Where there is no 
vision, the people 
perish: 

-Proverbs 29: 18 [KJV] 

The truth is there's never a time that there's entirely 
no vision. There's always vision in the mind of every 
thinking man. I do not say this to put the validity of 
the above scripture under debate but to stretch its 
import and unveil the beauty of its meaning. 

Vision is sight - a visual display of an object. An object 
could be anything; even thoughts. In the realm of the 
subconscious, we see with our mind's eye or what 
some refer to as the eye of the spirit. But whatever 
it is called is not the issue. What counts is its function 
which is to capture realities beyond the plane of 
matter. 

A right thinking man would naturally have noble visions 
and vice versa. No mundane mind produces noble 
visions. The principle is GIGO - (Garbage in, Garbage 
out). 

If you think possibilities, you'll see possibilities. If you 
think abilities, you'll see abilities. If you think wealth, 
you'll see wealth. What ever you think is what you'll 
see and that's what you'd create because people only 
create what they see. 
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In life, we all move in the direction of our visions. If 
our visions are noble then we'd create nobility. But if 
they are opaque as a result of inarticulate or bias 
thinking, our lives will be a reflection of this malady. 

This is the reason why people perish - they lack a clear 
course in life. "Where there is no vision", the bible 
says "the people perish." They cast off restraint! 
Stretching that further we can say: where there's no 
clear course of direction focused on the 
attainment of noble ideals, the people definitely 
live unfulfilled lives! 

There might be vision no doubt, but if it's not clear 
enough to inspire passion and stimulate action, it is not 
capable of initiating creativity. Vision gives direction. If 
the vision is opaque then there can't be any direction. 
Thus: no movement and no result. That's why people 
perish; they are unable to produce results due to the 
poor quality of their visions. 

To stay alive you must constantly have reasons to live 
for; goals to accomplish or ideals to create. That's to 
say your ability to look beyond the confines of both 
your immediate and remote physical environment - the 
plane of matter - and grasp worthy realities keeps you 
alive and motivates you to strive for the 
accomplishment of those ideals. 

Imagination. ..is the liquid 

solution in which art develops 

the snapshots of reality. 

-Cyril Connolly 
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Your ability to see beyond; is critical for the creation of 
your ideals. To see beyond is to uplift your vision away 
from prevailing- realities to desirable- realities. This is 
because prevailing- realities only point to what already 
exists. It keeps you fixed on circumstances that might 
as well have debilitating effects on you. But to look 
beyond is to transcend this level of sight and behold 
desirable- ideals. This is the pathway of all who have 
outclassed their pasts and established legendary acts 
of excellence. 

Take a glimpse of the world for a moment, from where 
do you think all of what we have came? The stretch of 
man's imagination and nothing else! Irrespective of 
what they are, all that have been birthed are offshoots 
of men's imaginations. 

The problems of the world 

cannot possibly be solved by 

sceptics or cynics whose horizons 

are limited by the obvious 

reality. We need men who can 

dream of things that never were. 

-John F. Kennedy 

All innovators and inventors are people who see 
beyond, grasp a hold of realities and never bother to 
negotiate their creation. To sustain your progress, to 
innovate, invent or create, you must constantly keep 
sight of the worthy ideals that are ever before you. 
You must keep tabs with the novel imageries that flood 
your mind. You must virtually elevate yourself not just 
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your eyes to the realm of desirable- realities and live 
from that platform. Nothing is more real than those 
realities. 

Only in men's imagination does 
every truth find an effective and 

undeniable existence. 

Imagination, not invention, is the 

supreme master of art as of life. 

-Joseph Conrad 

It is an established fact that you are the creator of 
your future. However, you must also know that a core 
ingredient for its creation is your ability to uplift your 
sight toward your ideals. To dream, to imagine, and to 
aspire is to see beyond. 

Take your eyes away from prevailing realities. Take 
them away from your challenges. Whether you call 
them short- comings, troubles or failures is not as 
important as looking beyond them to capture your 
ideals. This is critical; an entirely non- negotiable factor 
for your fulfilment in life because what you see is what 
you'll eventually create. 

Vision is the ability to see above 
and beyond the majority. 

-Myles Munroe 

Visions are the maps by which we progress in life. To 
live without one is to live without purpose and 
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direction. If you have ever seen a man charting a 
noble course, you have seen a man of vision. To excel 
in life is not essentially dependent on certifications or 
conventional education, no. To excel in life a function 
of vision and I say it again; vision! All trail-blazers are 
people of exceptional visions. They see beyond and 
they live from there! The best we get from them are 
the much they expose to us. 

All you see is not all there is; 
there's more! Can you believe it? 

-Chris Oyakhilome 

So what do you see? If you see noble ideals worth 
creating, then you're seeing right. If you see nothing 
but all that's around you, how can you go beyond 
them? See! Look beyond and behold realities! 
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THE SECOND LAW OF SIGHT ENHANCEMENT: 

BEHOLD REALITIES! 

As far as your eyes can 
see I have given unto 
you for an inheritance. 

(Paraphrased) 

-Genesis 13: 15-17 

It takes faith to look beyond and find some inspiration 
that intensifies perspiration in our world today. It takes 
faith to behold possibilities and faith again to see 
opportunities in an era such as ours when it is more 
like a fight of the fittest to out-do the smartest in 
order to possess the best. 

But such should not be your lot in a world that is truly 
blessed with opportunities and infinite possibilities. No 
doubt the obvious reality seems to point to the 
contrary- But that is why you need faith. 

...this one thing / do, forgetting 

those things which are behind, 

and reaching forth unto those 

things which are before, I press 

toward the mark... 

-Philippians 3: 13b-14a [KJV] 

To look beyond prevailing-realities and behold 
desirable- realities is a function of faith. Faith is that 
vehicle that gets you every where your mind will 
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permit it. Faith knows no limitation. Before it all things 
are always possible. So when you look far, do not 
behold limitations. Rather you should with the eye of 
faith envision noble ideals, great dreams and 
aspirations. Always bear in mind that what you see is 
what you'll eventually create, so see possibilities! 

Like Emerson opined: The eye obeys the action of 

the mind. But this fact also unveils a beautiful twist as 
regards what is seen. The truth is, whatever is seen, in 
effect conceived, is achievable. In plane words, that 
means you can create anything you see and the truth 
is you've been doing so already but maybe 
unconsciously. Rather than continue to see 
impossibilities, if that has been your lot, get a hold of 
possibilities. That's the map you need to get going! But 
don't forget; these possibilities must promote the 
creation of your noble ideals. 

I have always held and still do strongly believe that 
there is no scarcity of opportunities to the one whose 
enterprise is helping. If your mind is programmed to 
help; to position you as a lever to uplift someone else 
or project a course, then the opportunities are quite 
enormous. And those are what you should look for. 

Do not seek opportunities to enrich yourself or expand 
your territories to the goal of self gratification - you'll 
never attain it. The best you'll get is only an inkling of 
gratification that would lure you further into depths of 
selfishness and greed, and for the purpose of self 
preservation lead you further-on until you're eventually 
shattered. 
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Nothing is unthinkable; nothing 

is impossible to the balanced 

person, provided it arises out of 

the needs of life and is dedicated 

to life's further development. 

-Lewis Mumford 

When you seek opportunities, look out for those that 
would enable you give out yourself and the values that 
you possess. Shine your eyes and be smart. If you look 
out for opportunities this way, you'll always find them 
rushing - giving you the space to be of value to your 
world. Never consider yourself first, look beyond you 
and see the opportunities to shine. The truth is except 
you are of value in helping people with their 
challenges; you are entirely useless to your world and 
the global community. 

To make yourself relevant, take advantage of the 
opportunities that are offered by other peoples' 
challenges. That's the way to go. There are enormous 
opportunities out there waiting for your discovery of 
them; tremendous realities beckoning on you to grasp 
them so that life can be improved and society bettered. 
Therefore, the next time you see a challenge, 
recognize the opportunity and be relevant. That's the 
way to go, don't you see? 

Problems gravitate toward their 
solutions. 

-Chris Oyakhilome 
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THE THIRD LAW OF SIGHT ENHANCEMENT: 

PAINT YOUR PICTURE! 

Write the vision; make 
it plain upon tables, 
that he may run that 
readeth. 

-Habakkuk2:2(KJV] 

Only visionaries move the world. Change makers are 
the seers; those whose mindsets and visions penetrate 
the chasm of base standards to eke out new platforms 
and coastlines upon which new worlds are charted. 
Only visionaries make things happen. 

If you have ambitious projections with which you 
intend to influence the world, there is the need to have 
in view the picture of your destination to which a 
roadmap can be developed in order to have it reached. 
Everyone who intends to get somewhere first has to 
know where he intends to go before considering how 
to reach the destination. 

No accountable and ambitious corporate organization 
whether small or large exists without a vision 
statement. Those who don't, I wonder if there are any 
out there, do so to their peril. The reasons corporate 
organizations make it a duty and vital part of their 
existence to clearly spell out their vision statements are 
several, but four of which have been picked to give 
you better understanding. 
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FOUR REASONS FOR ESTABLI SHI NG CORPORATE 
VI SI ON STATEMENTS 

1. To have a clear course of direction to which all 
activities are customized to reach. 

2. To create a picture of future prospects in order to 
stimulate and motivate passion towards its 
attainment. 

3. To communicate the ultimate import of the 
existence of the organization encapsulated in the 
zenith of its ambition. 

4. To evaluate the progress of the organization from 
time to time in line with its ultimate aspiration 

However, whether it's a corporate organization, an 
individual or just a group of people, if there's a mission 
to accomplish then there must be a vision. Every man 
on a mission is motivated by a vision. Even the 
inventions and innovations in the world were motivated 
by visions of better ideals. Vision is not negotiable for 
initiating creativity. Thus, to fine-tune your sight in 
order to stimulate your passion and motivate you to 
create your ideal, you've got to follow these basic 
rules: 

1. Write the vision. 

2. Have a personal vision statement. 

3. Paint your picture. 
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Write the Vision 

I believe that two of the greatest and most effective 
inventions of all time are the ink and paper. It is with 
the aid of these inventions and of course based on 
innovations on them that we are able today to visualize 
the scribbling of our thoughts or note-worthy 
information. 



The essence of writing down the vision is to first be 
able to refer back to it, since not everyone has super 
human abilities to retain thoughts in their minds. 
Penning them down, make them readily available for 
reference. 

Most times, visions come by inspiration which may not 
be retained in the mind after a couple of passing 
minutes. So the best way to keep such information 
fresh for reference is to write them as plainly as they 
are understood. 

To see beyond is to uplift your 
vision away from prevailing- 
realities to desirable-realities. 

Also, visions are expanded for better understanding 
upon closer reflection of the ideals that are wrapped 
around them. Visionaries tend to modify their visions of 
projected ideals upon deep reflections on them, and 
what better serves as the basis for such reflections if 
not the initial scribbling that was made. 
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Visions when written also serve as motivation for all 
who read them. They are a morale booster. That's why 
it is expedient that all visions are written. It has been 
said that the faintest ink is sharper than the smartest 
brain. So write! Write the vision! 
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Have a Personal Vision 
Statement 

Ask great minds and you'll be told they pattern their 
lives by having a personal vision statement or creed of 
some sort; maybe just a statement of conviction. I 
have mine and I'm sure you'll have yours by the time 
you read mine and understand the essence of having 
one, if you haven't got any yet. 

MAGNATES' CREED 

I believe in King Jesus Christ, 
Who has made me very Rich and 

Powerful 

Therefore I am a wealth creator 

And a personality of global influence! 

Great opportunities are attracted to me 

For the expansion of the 

Kingdom of God Almighty: 

My Father, My Mentor. 

This is my purpose 

And it I fulfil in the name of Jesus! 

I am the Magnate; 

Ordained by God! 

I initially wrote the Magnates' Creed several years ago 
for myself; to inspire and motivate me toward the 
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attainment of my defined objectives in life. I called it 
Magnates' Creed because I saw myself in that light - a 
rich and powerful person. But today the creed is now 
the official statement of beliefs of The Magnates Club 
which I am proud to identify with. 

You too, need a creed to motivate you, to inspire you 
toward creating the best of your potentials. You must 
understand that you need to motivate yourself in order 
to create your ideals. 

How far do you want to go in life? State it! What ideals 
do you want to create? Write them down! What do you 
want to be known and remembered for? Think about 
that deeply and decide for yourself. You alone should 
determine how relevant you would be in your world. 
Like an artist, you've got to first paint the picture of 
your ideals before venturing to make them happen. 

The business of every art is to 

bring something into existence, 

and the practice of an art 

involves the study of how to 

bring into existence something 

which is capable of having such 

an existence and has its efficient 

cause in the maker and not in 

itself. 

-Aristotle 

The reason we aspire is because it is possible to 
become. The reason we dream is because it is possible 
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to wake up and make it happen. The reason we set 
goals and have clear-cut objectives to realize is 
because we know that when we do all that ought to be 
done, we would have before us the manifest reality of 
our ideals. Hence, it is not a matter of debate to us 
that in the realm of creativity anything is possible! 

Where much is expected from an 

individual, he may rise to the 

level of events and make the 

dream come true. 

-Elbert Hubbard 

We have all been designed to determine the direction 
of our lives. To decide for ourselves where in this 
whole wide world we would function. If anything, the 
holy bible in Genesis 1: 27 - 28 puts it quite clearly: 

So God created man in His own 

image, in the image and likeness 

of God He created him; male and 

female He created them. 

And God blessed them and said to 

them, 

Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the 

earth, and subdue it [using all its 

vast resources in the service of 

God and man] ; and have 
dominion over the fish of the 
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sea, and over every living 

creature that moves upon the 

earth. 

-Amplified Version 

Man has been empowered by God to be relevant as 
the dominating figure on the earth. By making him in 
His image, God extended His creative ability to man; 
making man a creator. So you have to see yourself in 
that light. You are the creator of your ideals and the 
core determinant of the circumstances in which you 
live. 

By mandating man to be fruitful, God was implying 
productivity. So how productive are you and how do 
you intend to improve on your present level of 
productivity? Decide for yourself! Are you just going to 
pass by or leave indelible marks on the charts of time? 
You decide! 

But again, you must take into perfect cognizance the 
fact that all humans have one unique potential; the 
ability to create. However, how you engage that 
potential in actualizing productivity is your 
responsibility. As the creator of your ideals, you are 
first an artist. This implies that you first design the blue 
print of your ideal before you begin creating it. 

Think of this, you have all the rights in the world to 
paint whatever you wish! That's not an error; it's a 
blessing; a rare gift to humanity! Everyone can paint 
whatever he wishes! Everyone can decide for himself 
whatever he wants to become and become it! So the 
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question is: what do you want to become? What ideals 
do you want to create? Paint it! Paint it big and as 
clearly as you can be inspired to create it! 

Painting the best picture has nothing to do with 
prevailing-realities. It is to go beyond it and create the 
map by which your life will be directed. It has 
everything to do with desirable- realities. Like all 
humans you have been designed to be progressive in 
life and your vision is the map by which you chart your 
course. So what picture do you hold before you? What 
do you see? 



89 



111? Birth IRQ 01 NOD 18 lQGcllS...<i classic expose on concepts and conventions for achieving resulis in life. 

PAINT YOUR PICTURE 

In painting your picture; the blue-print for creating 
your ideals, of priority, you must realize that it's your 
picture you are painting. This implies that it must not 
be judged by standards beyond your purpose in life. I n 
the world, there's a well known phrase. I don't know 
from where it came but it makes a lot of illogical sense 
to a lot of people. They say: 

Beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder. 

But if you go by that phrase to give validity to your 
picture, then you will certainly get the best of what the 
world offers: frustration! Understand that your picture 
is your future! It is no one else's but your vision! That's 
what you and you alone see! So no one else should 
give validity or credibility to it, if it's in line with your 
utmost desire and of course God's standard of love. 

Every artist creates from within him. They create based 
on what they see beyond the plane of matter, say their 
imaginations. That's why all masterpieces are different; 
they proceed from people who see differently, yet they 
all stand out exceptionally in their own rights. 

Therefore do not model your design by the dictates of 
other artists if it's not in line with the creation of your 
ideals. Beauty is not in the eye of the beholder as they 
say. Beauty is in the eye of its creator! Whether 
the beholders like it or not, if a work of art is good to 
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the artist (i.e. its creator), it remains so, irrespective of 
whose opinion it is to the contrary. 

And God said let there be light; 
and there was light. 

And God saw that the light was 

good (suitable, pleasant) and He 

approved it... 

-Genesis l:3-4a [Amp] 

J ust imagine if God had to consider the opinion of 
someone else in creating the world; if He had 
depended on someone else's view, that would have be 
quite catastrophic. Because the more the opinions he 
sought, the more distorted His picture would be. But 
thank God He is God; He knew better! 

You see, you must understand that beauty is relative. 
It is not an ideal that is determined basically by 
exterior standards. Rather, it comes by meaning and 
not by appearance, as the world would refer. 

All lovers of art and in particular paintings know that a 
piece of painting is not judged by the multiplicity of 
colours it possesses, but by the meaning it exudes. 
Abstract paintings in spite of how whack they 
sometimes look, go for far more in value than plain 
pictorials because of the meanings they have 
embedded in them. 
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Your picture (vision) is your 
future. 



Therefore, irrespective of whether your vision makes 
sense to anyone, is not really a matter to consider if 
within you, you have that conviction that that's the 
way to go! 

Never sacrifice your vision on the altar of public 
opinion. It has been proven that often times the public 
knows nothing that's why it's always in need of 
leaders, can't you see? So why give ear to a cacophony 
of voices that have no inkling of your internal rhythm, 
if all you'll get is a morbid discordance of your mental 
and spiritual balance? Don't! 

You also need to understand that until you've painted 
the picture, you owe no one any explanation. Masters 
of art never bother to expose their unfinished pieces to 
any form of external appraisal because they know what 
that portends for the life of their pieces of art. It could 
spell their demise because no one but the artist sees 
the end from the beginning and therefore no one but 
the artist is best fit to appraise the piece of art; and 
this is the reason artists themselves are required to 
give insight to their works during exhibitions. 

Suspend all explanation and 

forge ahead. The world would 

understand later. 
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Since you are the creator of your ideal, meaning you 
know exactly what you want to create - seeing its end 
from where you are - go ahead to create it without 
exposing it to undue criticism. In life, we have more 
critiques than innovators; choose where you want to 
function or get guidance from. If you must expose your 
master- piece, first finish its design then seek the 
expertise of an innovator - one who has created 
change in a related field. It is only such a person that 
is best fit to guide you since he best knows how these 
things work. The others just talk and do nothing else - 
so choose right. 

Beauty is in the eye of its creator. 

Also note that even after you've created your ideal, 
continue to paint. Every artist knows that in spite of 
how good a piece of art is; it's never ever complete. 
But the twist is, no one but the artist alone knows. 1 1 
doesn't matter how nice your piece of art is, don't stop 
painting even after you have finished creating because 
that's the way of innovators. When you work this way, 
you always have things to create; your initial standard 
of artistry soon becomes the springboard for further 
leaps of excellence and so forth. So never rest on your 
oars! Paint! Paint! Paint! Then create! That's the way 
to go. 
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THE FOURTH LAW OF SIGHT ENHANCEMENT: 

FOCUS! 

The more you look, the 
less you see. 

-Anonymous 

I know to some people it is somewhat sacrilegious to 
go by the above quote but don't crucify me if you are 
one of such people. Hear me out first, please. I believe 
with every breath of life I have that the more you look 
the less you see as long as the less of what you see 
are what you don't need - the distractions. I n other 
words, the more you look at the picture of your future; 
your dreams and visions, the less you see of anything 
else. This is the power of focus. 

A photographer that is keen on producing exceptional 
photographs knows that except he has a clear vision of 
the object in view, apart from the landscape, aperture 
and his angle of projection among other things that he 
is bound to take into consideration, he's most certain 
to produce bad photographs. All photographers know 
that good vision, in fact the best vision is critical for 
their success. This is why they are more concerned 
about having clear views first before any other 
considerations. 

You can't depend on your 

judgement when your 
imagination is out of focus 

-Mark Twain 
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To focus is to concentrate vision on an object or in a 
particular direction. It is to look steadily with stanch 
attention; to close your eyes to distractions and 
channel your vision toward a clearly defined objective. 
This is what it means to focus. As the fourth law of 
sight enhancement, it majors on achieving 
concentrated attention. This is because without 
focusing on the picture of your future - your ideals; 
aspirations and goals, you're bound to be distracted. 

To create what you see, you have to see it quite 
clearly. Your vision must be steady and still. Within the 
ambits of focus, mobility of sight is an offence. There is 
no room for wobbling motions with focus; no 
fluctuation of sight nor gallivanting of vision. The 
object(s) may move through time and space but the 
eye must be still and follow through with rapt 
attention. 

As a photographer for close to a decade now, I am 
delighted to share with you some thoughts that have 
enhanced my life. I call them The Four Forces of 
Focus and it is my belief that they will aid the 
enhancement of your sight in order to propel you to 
create your ideals. 
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THE FOUR FORCES OF FOCUS 

THE 1 st FORCE: FOCUS CLEARIFIES VISION 

It has been said before that: the more you look the 
less you see as long as the less of what you see 
are what you don't need - the distractions. In 

photography as in life, the more you look at the picture 
of your ideals, the clearer they become. The more you 
focus attention on them, the more you have the grey 
areas clarified. It has been established that what you 
see is what you'd create. Which implies that the clearer 
the picture, the better your work of art - creativity. 

Through the lens of my camera, I have had to learn 
that sometimes vision is blurred and requires some 
adjustment of lens in order to clearly see the object in 
view. The same goes for life; when you cannot see 
clearly adjust your sight by appraising what you really 
believe and want to have created. When you get these 
right you'd see more clearly; your ideals will pop up as 
corn from a fry. Focus! Look more closely! But the key 
is to have it clearly established, what you truly believe 
and want to desperately create. 

The ground-rule for believing is to believe in 
possibilities. As regards what you want to create, it's 
up to you to decide. Is it a multinational corporation 
with a network of branches globally? If that's what you 
want, then focus on it. Though initially, it might seem 
too big to accomplish, but if you have a unique product 
that has a global market appeal, why can't you achieve 
it? You see, now you are seeing clearly! 
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Ifs up to you to decide in clear sense what you want 
to create. State the big vision and begin painting its 
picture. When you get to those areas you really have 
difficulty with sight, stop and answer the following 
questions: 

1. What ideal am I creating? 

2. Why must I create this ideal? 

3. What values does it offer to my world? 

4. Are these values noble enough to promote 
creativity; and how? 

5. What are my present challenges? 

6. How can I get over these challenges? 

7. Where can I get better quality counsels? 

You know what, it may not be obvious, but by 
genuinely answering these questions, you are actually 
focusing on getting ahead. It is not advisable to ignore 
them if you are in a dilemma. Do some research in 
having them answered! It's a healthy way to keep you 
in form on the path to creating your ideal. Your 
answers will give you insight and that is the result of 
focusing. Focus! 
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THE 2 nd FORCE: FOCUS INTENSIFIES BEAUTY 

The more you look the clearer the picture and the 
more beautiful it is. Beauty is a product of the mind. It 
is a direct offshoot of how you see and the intensity of 
your visions. When all the grey areas and the blurred 
trashes are off, what you get are the beautiful pictures 
of your ideals. But this is achieved only by the intensity 
of your visions. You must look the farthest in line with 
acceptable possibilities to see through the mist of vain 
reality and grasp your ideals. 

Understand that your ideals are what you make them. 
I n essence, the extent to which you can see and focus 
your vision on your ideals, is the extent to which you'll 
have them created, because the limit of your creativity 
is posed by the depth of your vision; how far you can 
see. 

Secondly, the fact that you seek to create on ideal 
means that you understand what beauty is - since it is 
in the eye of its creator. It thus means that you have a 
clear understanding regarding beauty as not 
necessarily a thing of appearance but meaning and 
that all ideals by nature ought to be beautiful (at least 
in the eyes of the creator) to have meaning. 

"Holy" is the deepest form of beauty! 

A thing is holy [therefore 

beautiful] because it appertains 

to God; God identifies with it! 

-Emeka Ohiri 
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Make no mistakes about it, if your principal motive for 
creating your ideals is not refined enough to promote 
God's agenda, rest-assure it will evaporate within time. 
But by focusing, the rough edges are smoothened and 
the hoary areas fine-tuned to reveal tangible values, 
substances that last through time. The highest point of 
beauty is attained when the benchmark for evolving 
your ideals is fulfilling God's purpose in you. So look in 
that direction. When your vision is in line with God's 
agenda, it's always beautiful! Focus! 
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THE 3 rd FORCE: FOCUS GENERATES ENERGY 

Like as the lion and the 
young lion roar on its 
prey, when a multitude 
of shepherds is called 
forth against him, he 
will not be afraid of 
their voices, nor abase 
himself for the noise of 
them. 
-Isaiah 31: 4 [KJV] 

A focused mind is a determined mind. Such a one has 
clarity of purpose and defined objectives to which his 
entire being is synchronized to make happen. J ust like 
the young lion that charges after its prey, a focused 
mind is transfixed on the image of his ideal so much 
that there is virtually no challenge strong enough to 
distract it. 

I read about the story of a young child who as little as 
he was (about three years of age) would be so focused 
and engrossed on a particularly activity until he would 
be mandated to change it by his teacher. Is it any 
wonder after all that that child years later, would found 
one of the world's largest book selling companies. His 
name is J eff Bezos and his organization is Amazon.com 

You may be starting small but 

that's the least you'll ever be 

once you've set your focus on the 
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lord. Recognize that you're 
destined for the top, therefore, 
prepare yourself for it. Wake up, 
rise up, shake yourself out of the 
dust, and be the person God has 
ordained you to be, for you can! 
-Chris Oyakhilome 

When you focus on the picture of your ideal, you 
cannot but generate energy to have it realized. By 
focusing, you receive insight which wells up from 
within you and causes you to drive for the realization 
of your ideals. All creators of tangible substances 
whether they be Artists, Preachers, Entrepreneurs or 
Scientists know that the force of focus is an essential 
prerequisite for creativity. It is non- negotiable. So, 
focus! 
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THE 4 th FORCE: FOCUS DETERMINES 
PRECISION 

A double minded man 
is unstable in all his 
ways. 

-James 1: 8 (KJV] 

Granted, you have two eyes. But if you do not put 
them together under the influence of a mind that is 
steered by a singleness of purpose, you will drift 
through life and create nothing tangible. 

The Eagle and the Lion are united on one front: they 
both have precision of vision, therefore are known 
through life to have an undeniable legacy of precision 
of action. Is it any wonder therefore, that they are the 
yardstick for swiftness and strength respectively? 

Saul and Jonathan were lovely 
and pleasant in their lives, and in 

death they were swifter than 

eagles, they where stronger than 

lions. 

2 Samuel 1: 23 [KJV] 

There's something about having precision of purpose 
(defined objectives regarding your core enterprise in 
life) because it reinforces your ability to create. But 
realize that it doesn't just happen! Precision, whether 
of purpose, action or vision is a product of focus. They 
are products of enhanced sight! 
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An Eagle doesn't just drive through its prey just like a 
Lion doesn't just charge at its. They first capture a 
clear picture of their prey (in this sense, their ideal) 
and drive through with clawed rapidity, irrespective of 
what odds are against them! That is precision! 

No servant can serve two 

masters: for either he will hate 

one, and love the other; or he will 

hold the one and despise the 

other you cannot serve God and 

mammon. 

-Luke 16: 13(KJV] 

Look clearly at the picture of your ideals. Focus on it 
and go for it and nothing else. Learn the lessons of the 
Lion and the Eagle: see nothing other than the 
creation of your ideal. No matter how boisterous the 
wind is, it is not strong enough to stop the eagle. No 
matter how many shepherds there are in the field, they 
are not strong enough to stop the lion. Even God 
cannot stop a people who have singleness of purpose 
and are focused on achieving it - if you doubt it; ask 
those who built the tower of Babel. Focus! It pays to 
focus! 
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Seest thou a man diligent in 

his business? He shall stand 

before kings; he shall not 

stand before mean men. 

-Proverbs 22: 29 
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THE 3 rd ELEMENT 



All through life, there is a germane essence in 
humanity that marks out masters from sucklings and 
men from youngsters. It is so entrenched within the 
fabric of humanity that without it there is no quality 
progress in line with creativity. With it, kingdoms have 
been conquered, souls won, classic ideals birthed to 
the point that even the continuous flow of life on the 
earth is hinged on its existence. 

The direction of creativity, irrespective of what end it is 
aimed at reaching, is steered from the heart of this 
essence, this sheer- less breath of life that forges on 
with neither restraint nor apathy for standards. 

The bravest and the best of every vocation are 
distinguished by it. By it, challenges defy the logic that 
establishes them; castles rise in the desert and beauty 
springs from the steepest of obscurity. By it men have 
risen from being babblers to legendary masters of life 
in the discharge of their duties; maiming standards 
with such brutality that their infallibility is crushed to 
the basest of echelons. That essence, that extra- 
ordinary elixir that elevates man to his place as creator 
is none other than Passion-The Third Element of 
Creativity. 
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PASSION 

THE DRIVE FOR RESULTS 

Nothing great in the 
world has been 
accomplished without 
passion. 

-Hegel 

Passion is what strikes ambition to being, like a stick of 
match to flame. It is that fire in men's hearts that 
burns with unquenchable ferocity and propels them 
beyond themselves to the creation of their ideals. 
Passion it is, that drives men to the accomplishment of 
exceptional feats, leaving behind them pathways of 
excellence. 

Nothing so distinguishes the best from the rest than 
the force of passion from the heart of a man's soul. 
Nothing so elevates man to the status of his dreams 
like passion - that fiery fire that burns from within the 
heart of humanity. No one has ever and never will 
accomplish greatness without the force of passion 
propelling him from deep within his being - passion is 
life! 

Only passions, great passions, 

can elevate the soul to great 

things. 

-Denis Diderot 

If you have ever seen a man of greatness, a man who 
has to his credit the creation of tangible ideals, real 

106 



111? Birth IRQ 01 NOD 18 lQGcHS...<i classic expose on concepts and conventions for achieving resulis in life. 

substances, you've got right before you a man of 
passion. It makes no difference whether he is male or 
female - it's beyond sexism! 

Passion and nothing else, it is, that brings out the life 
in man. It is that essence that virtually extricates men 
from the shadows of themselves; squeezing the values 
that lie within them for the advancement of their outer 
worlds. Men of passion of all races and sexes will never 
cease from being the propellers of landmark changes 
in our world. 

All through history, no one has ever attained 
excellence in any given enterprise without being 
motivated by an unquenchable passion for it. No one 
has ever created an ideal that grandstands the world 
without the influence of a drive from within that being. 

All men of excellence irrespective of what enterprise 
they major in, be it music, fashion, sports or scientific 
ventures, are driven by that force of being that nudges 
them onward to the realisation of their ideals. Without 
passion orchestrating men through the labyrinth of 
their existence their lives will be annulled of the reality 
of true success and fulfilment. 

Passion is the life in humanity that must become. It is 
that maiden that must metamorphose to a queen. It is 
that dream that must see the light of day; that fire that 
must blaze through the thickets of a man's skin to burn 
up all that stands between him and his ideals. Passion 
is life! 
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The Generic Nature of Passions 

I 'm sure you've heard it said by a preacher or maybe a 
motivational speaker: "Follow your passion!", "Be who 
you want to be!", "Achieve your potentials!" etcetera. 
It struck you so hard that you could think of nothing 
else but to do that which seems to consume you; your 
passion! 

But let's look at it critically. If everyone followed his 
passion, wouldn't the world be a better place? Consider 
it deeply, if everyone is able to follow his passion and 
create his dream, who would have any problem with 
living? I bet every one would have a problem! Why? 
The answer is simple; not every passion creates bliss. 

The danger in following passion with reckless abandon 
without understanding its generic nature is the grave 
consequence it portends for the rest of the world. 

No doubt, passion expended determines the fulfilment 
of purpose, but the question is: given its unique trait of 
enforcing creativity and determining the fulfilment of 
purpose, should all passions be followed? 

A big "NO!" is the answer. The reason being that as 
much as passion leads to the fulfilment of purpose, it 
lacks a mind of its own; therefore cannot put itself in 
check. 

For instance, consider the passions that arise from 
false religious notions that inspire hate in the minds of 
its subjects to take on suicidal missions as a ploy for 
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the advancement of its tenets. I n this regard, even 
though the notion maybe false, questionable and cruel, 
passion remains as potent as a dynamo; erupting the 
desires of its proponents from the phase of mere 
imagination to the striking realisation of set targets, no 
matter how devious! 

This implies that passion by nature is neutral just like 
vision. It does not possess a mind of its own to 
evaluate, direct or gauge the force of its being. Rather 
it relies on the mind of its possessor to give it direction 
and purpose. 

Consequently, if the mind from which passion gains its 
root is crude and unrefined, you can rest-assure that 
such passion, though directed to an unworthy cause 
from a brute mentality, will nevertheless create the 
ideal for which it is intended. 

This is why we cannot just follow our passions with 
reckless abandon. It is not expected that anybody 
should. Not all passions should be embraced. It's not 
enough that such passions feed our desires for fantasy 
and ardour; if they don't lead us to create noble ideals, 
it doesn't matter what loves they are, they are entirely 
useless. 

You see, the world has had enough of the 
consequences of unguarded passions. From no where 
some dumb fellow gets up and for the purpose of 
proving some dumb rights, goes to a school and 
murders as many innocent children as he possible can, 
while at the same time some other maniac wrapped-up 
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in grenades is causing an infernos eruption in yet 
another part of the world all because of some 
horrendous ideal. What nonsense! We have had 
enough of such things! 

Or what justification is there for kidnapping and 
harassing innocent people because of some dump 
points someone wants to prove. It doesn't make sense. 

Why should anyone follow a passion if all it does is to 
unleash terror and mayhem on others? It only makes 
sense to those with atrocious mindsets; the wicked and 
the callous! Ever wondered why people like these 
exist? The answer is beyond their mental 
programming. It's not just about their mindset. It's a 
stretch of what platform their minds are hinged on. 
And make no mistakes about it; it's evil- in- nature. 

Righteous people act with love and kindness. Evil 
people don't. Righteous people have noble thoughts 
because their minds are renewed; which produce noble 
visions and passions to have noble ideals created. The 
reverse is the case with those with evil passions. They 
have their minds programmed after the character of 
the devil. 

And those who belong to Christ 

Jesus (the Messiah] have 

crucified the flesh (the godless 

human nature] with its passions 

and appetites and desires. 

-Galatians 5:24 (AMP] 
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The flesh as implied in the above scripture refers to the 
crude human nature; that which feeds on its base 
instincts and is devoid of the vitality of the God-life. 
This kind of nature is an off-shoot of a personality 
deficiency that arises as a result of the presence or 
dominance of the nature of Satan-the devil. 

There is therefore now no 

condemnation to them which are 

in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 

the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

-Romans 8:1 [KJV] 

To transcend this level of life; this native identity that 
prides itself with the hallmarks of unrighteousness, one 
must need relinquish a hold on its tenets and elevate 
one's life to God-class by discovering the truth in 
Christ. This implies that beyond the flesh, there's 
something better and in fact that better something is 
the Spirit of Christ. 

But the natural man receiveth 

not the things of the Spirit of God: 

for they are foolishness unto him: 

neither can he know them, 

because they are spiritually 

discerned. 

But he that is spiritual judgeth all 

things, yet he himself is judged of 

no man. 
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For who hath known the mind of 

the Lord, that he may instruct 

him? But we have the mind of 

Christ. 

-1 Corinthians 2:14 (KJV] 

Programming your mind after the order of the Spirit of 
Christ, is God's desire because that is the only 
guarantee that you'd create noble ideals that would 
have eternal worth . But that doesn't just happen by 
adopting some sacred statutes or norms; no. That's 
religion. God's idea is a complete life transformation; 
the kind that takes its root from deep within your spirit. 
It is a spiritual transformation. 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, 

he is a new creation: old things 

are passed away; behold, all 

things are become new 

-2 Corinthians 5:17 [KJV] 

Passion that is devoid of the vitality of the God-life is 
not guaranteed to create ideals of eternal worth due to 
the absence of the presence of the Spirit of Christ in 
the life of the one who has it. No matter how rational 
your arguments are, spiritually they are irrelevant if 
they lack God's essence in them. Noble ideals are 
created by those who have had a spiritual 
regeneration. These ones have noble passions that can 
spur them to create ideals of eternal worth. 
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THE EFFICACY OF NOBLE 
PASSION 

Richard Quest, accomplished journalist of international 
repute and undisputedly one of the most outstanding 
figures in the media industry, right at the age of five 
was said to have fiddled with microphones and 
recorders to the admiration of both his family and 
masked audience. Today he stands tall - distinguished! 
He has a noble passion! 

Chris Oyakhilome, dynamic Preacher, Teacher and 
Tele-evangelist at the age of nine discovered life 
beyond the plane of matter and is spending the rest of 
his life proving the efficacy of a living and loving God 
with potent energy to effect changes in the lives of 
men, matter and circumstances. 

Today he stands renowned for not just clarity and 
power in his teachings but for being a perfect replica of 
the image of Christ, to which numerous others like me 
are greatly influenced. By his words, the deaf do hear, 
the lame work and the poor get inspired and become 
rich. By his hands all manner of miracles have been 
created in demonstration of the vitality of the resident 
anointing in every child of God. He has a noble 
passion! 

Paul and J an Crouch have networked the world with 
quality life-changing broadcasting under the umbrella 
of Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN) through which 
millions of people have had their burdens lifted and 
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their lives forever transformed. Theirs is a noble 
passion! 

Bill and Melinda Gates are spending their lives and 
rocketing-fortunes to reach the poor, sick and 
forgotten. They have a noble passion! 

David Oyedepo pioneers one of Africa's most 
exceptional universities. With an uncommon vision and 
divine purpose he has created Covenant University and 
made it a pinnacle of excellence in a land where such 
is scarce. He has a noble passion! 

Warren Buffet was renowned for being the world's 
most intelligent and successful investor in stocks. He 
succeeded in creating a great fortune for himself and 
was once ranked the second richest man in the world. 
However the world was held jaws-down when he made 
the single largest personal donation to charity in the 
history of the world. To me, that was beyond making 
history. Nothing but passion for a better ideal could 
have propelled Warren to give out over forty billion 
dollars in stocks and bonds to Bill Gates' Foundation. 
It's noble passion. 

Donald Duke, a former Governor of Cross River State, 
has proven that whether in business, life or 
government, a noble vision followed through will speak 
for itself. The whole of Nigeria is abreast of his 
exceptional accomplishments. Today there is the 
Donald- Dukian philosophy of governance whose 
proponents are those of the Donald- Dukian School of 
Thought who hold that passion for people-centred 
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governance powered by great visions and pursued in 
absolute commitment, results in excellence of service. 
Truly, his was noble passion. He took Calabar from 
being a local tourist city to become one of the great 
many places in the world to visit. Have you not heard 
of Tinapa? It's Africa's premier tourist and business 
resort! It's in Calabar. Maybe you've also not heard of 
Obudu Cattle Ranch. Well, as I know it is the only 
place in the world with a golf course that overlooks the 
cloud! 

Farrah Gray was born poor. He lived in the ghetto and 
breathed stack poverty every day of his life. But he had 
one passion. He wanted to be rich! Guess what! He 
became a millionaire in dollars by age fourteen (not 40 
but 14) ! 

Who are you and what are you engaged with? The 
world is waiting for your move. It is ready to create 
space for you but the question is; are you passionate 
enough to break the silence around you? The world is 
waiting! 

People like you are breaking new grounds and creating 
better opportunities for both themselves and the rest 
of the world. Don't be in the bandwagon of watchers 
and on- lookers. Get involved! Crack your shell! Create 
your niche! Make that move; the world is waiting! 

For the earnest expectation of 

the creature waiteth for the 

manifestation of the sons of God. 

-Romans 8:19 [KJV] 
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THE FOUR COMPASSIONS OF NOBLE 
PASSIONS 

THE FIRST COMPASSION: 

NOBLE PASSIONS CREATE 
EXCELLENCE 

Excellence is the deterrent to 
racism and sexism 

-Oprah Winfrey 

People of noble passions are creators of excellence. 
Put differently, they are those who are motivated 
beyond themselves and prevailing standards to 
entrench exceptional feats which usually are far more 
in worth than those that already exist. These people 
are not only motivated to create better ideals; they are 
also very passionate about that ideal which engages 
their creative prowess and it is that passion that marks 
them out. 

The quest for perfection in humans as much as in 
organisations is born out of the passion to create or 
achieve much more than what already is an established 
norm, in order to constantly raise the bar for quantum 
leaps in line with creativity and excellence. 

People of passion are motivated from deep within 
themselves. This is the reason they drive further to get 
beyond common- place achievements. They are those 
who neither cut-corners nor prostitute with values; 
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they never compromise standards because as a matter 
of their character formation, they are visionaries! 

This means they see beyond what already holds sway 
in their area of expertise and go ahead to out-do them 
with their laudable initiatives. 

Excellence is the crest of all achievement; the zenith of 
value and it takes only people of noble passion to 
create it. Mediocres do not strive for excellence. At 
best what they do is to negotiate standards, they never 
out-do them! 

It takes a man of passion with a clear vision in focus to 
create excellence. A perfect example of such a globally 
known personality is Ted Turner, who founded Cable 
News Network (CNN) that today is a classic benchmark 
for news reporting globally. 

But does that mean there weren't news networks 
before the advent of Ted into the media industry? Of 
course there were more than a thousand dozens of 
them scattered all over the world. But it took the 
passion for excellence in Ted to outclass them all, just 
under a decade of his venture. 

However in spite of CNN's success with its 
breakthrough advancements in news sourcing and 
reporting, the story is far from over. There's still so 
much room for innovation and except it keeps its toes 
firmly rooted on the path of innovation and excellence, 
we might just see yet another News Corporation seize 
the air waves. Anything is possible. So irrespective of 
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who or what you are contending with, you still have 
ample opportunities to out-do the present standard if 
you can dare dream of something better and go for it! 
This is the heartbeat of passion: to advance life in the 
direction of positive progression and in line with 
desirable- realities. 
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THE SECOND COMPASSION: 

NOBLE PASSIONS STIMULATE 
INNOVATION 

The dissatisfaction with the function of analogue 
telephony led to the desire for something better. 
Passion created digital telephony! Now nearly everyone 
is able to use mobile phones in absolute comfort 
without even considering for a moment that it wasn't 
always this way. 

As if the creation of mobile phones was not good 
enough, their limitations to regions and networks led 
passion further on the path of innovation to create 
satellite phones that wouldn't breathe an air of 
limitation either to regions or networks. What wouldn't 
passion do? 

Initially mobile phones were strictly a tool for verbal 
communication. That was the basic purpose; the 
original idea: to enable people have voice-based 
communications regardless of their locations. But some 
crazy fellows thought differently. 

To them a mobile phone ought to serve for much more 
than verbal communication purposes. As a result of 
their passions for something much more than a 'hello 
box', we are able to do all sorts of things with our 
mobile phones; things that were virtually unimaginable 
just a couple of years ago. 
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We browse the internet, watch T.V., read e-journals 
and even access our bank accounts from the luxury of 
our mobile phones. Not to mention the simply 
breathless entertainment features that come with 
them. And it doesn't end there, just everyday, I should 
say per second, new phones come up the rack with 
unimaginable features to outclass those of yesterday. 
Tell me, what else is this, if not innovation stimulated 
by the passion for more? 

Maybe we've majored too much on phones. What 
about automobiles? Watching Xzibit's 'Pimp My Ride' 
leaves one dumbfounded with the breath of 
possibilities that can be unveiled by the passionate 
soul. For the benefit of those who haven't seen it. Pimp 
My Ride is an MTV- Base syndicated serial that has 
Xzibit-a musician, and a bunch of 'off- the- book', 'crazy- 
thinking' automobile engineers engage themselves as 
they turn da ngly- rickety vehicles to state-of-the-art 
cars. It's worth watching. 

What have they not done with cars? From messy 
cranks, they always succeed in turning them into much 
more than the manufacturers' original idea. They've 
put waterfalls and fountains in cars. They've put 
aquariums, state-of-the-art multimedia gadgets and 
even made cars much more of homes than vehicles. 
Those guys can do anything to any car. Let them just 
think it, they'll do it pronto and of course, custom- 
made! And I dare say that's passion at work; the kind 
that takes us beyond the periphery of our native 
intelligence. 



120 



111? Birth IRQ 01 NOD 18 lQ6cllS...ci classic expose on concepts and conventions for achieving resulis in life. 

People of passion always innovate. This is because 
they always have that drive to create much more than 
what already exists. They are bonded and propelled by 
the quest to add value on already established 
standards. Passion is futile if it neither adds value nor 
advances the course of creativity. For it to fulfil its 
purpose of being, passion must take us further than 
we already are. By adding value, noble passions 
innovate. They always do! 
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THE THIRD COMPASSION: 

NOBLE PASSIONS GENERATE 
INSPIRATION 

All of the exploits of passion irrespective of what 
industry it is, have one basic function-to inspire! 
Whether it's in music, medicine or marketing, it makes 
no difference. Those who expel their passions in the 
pursuit of some noble ideals always leave us inspired in 
the process. 

Sometime ago, I was attracted to a magazine that had 
as its headline: 'See Dubai And Die' so I took out time 
to peruse it and appreciate the splendour of Dubai's 
magnificent Skyline and milieu. Corroborating it with 
tell-tales of those who have been there and back, I 
could not but agree that Dubai was one of the most 
beautiful places on the surface of the earth. A place 
worth visiting! 

But it struck me; that men created Dubai! Men of 
passion who refused to recline the embers of their 
minds to conduits of inferior logic, created Dubai. It did 
not just emerge from the blue; it grew from the noble 
passions of men who dared to dream. Today it stands 
as a stallion in the savannah-a city still rising from the 
heart of the Arabian Desert and inspiring the rest of 
the world, especially oil-rich African states like Nigeria 
of the immeasurable prospects that abound for men 
that will dare dream of noble ideals and roll up their 
sleeves to follow their passions through! 
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Towering genius disdains a 

beaten path. 

It seeks regions hitherto 

unexplored. 

-Abraham Lincoln 

As a matter of truth backed by tangible reality, one of 
which is the inspiring story of Dubai, which is 
reminiscent of the Japanese revolution and of course 
the Chinese regeneration, it is worthy of note to take 
into full cognisance that passion is akin with genius. 
This is because until passion is unleashed and 
creativity birthed, genius remains aloof. The genius in 
every soul comes alive through the express release of 
passion. Implying that except passion is released and 
the ideal created, the genius is unknown. 

The entire world has always been moved in the 
direction of its path by men of passion, those who 
inspire others with ideals of better values and 
potentials. The world in turn, dazed without doubts, 
has had no better option but be led by the exploits of 
passionate souls. I nspired people do not resist the 
influences that hold them spell-bound. They cannot but 
act in line with such leadings. This is the strength of 
inspiration which though only the passionate wield. 

Passion is emotional 

commitment toward a desired 

change. 

-David Ibiyeomie 
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Passionate people always inspire creativity. When a 
passionate soul speaks, he speaks from deep within his 
heart and you hear much more than his words. You 
virtually feel the passion of his quest and see his vision 
of that better ideal. That is inspiration! 

The creation of ideals by people of passion always 
leaves us inspired to toe the path of creativity. It really 
doesn't matter if our subject of inspiration makes sense 
to the vast majority, in fact, it mustn't! But as long as 
we are inspired, anything to the contrary remains 
inconsiderable, until we create that ideal of our utmost 
quest. 

This therefore infers that the release of passion by 
men motivated enough to drive for change serves the 
purpose of also inspiring others to toe the path of 
creativity. So get going with the pursuit of your noble 
passions. You never can tell whom you might be 
inspiring. Be! 
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THE FOURTH COMPASSION: 

NOBLE PASSIONS DETERMINE 

THE FULFILMENT OF NOBLE 

PURPOSES 

The purpose of passion is to lead us to create our 
ideals; to push us beyond the deterrents of creativity in 
order to birth something of value. And this purpose is 
fulfilled only when we are motivated enough to tilt in 
the direction of passion's pull; in other words, when we 
actually do create our ideals. 

The same applies to life. Not until we release ourselves 
from the bondage of docility by investing our lives in 
the creation of noble ideals or the promotion of worthy 
courses, we are yet to start living and are pretty far 
from being fulfilled in life. 

A man's worth is measured by the values that he 
creates or exudes and not his feelings, intentions or 
aspirations. Therefore, it would amount to nothing, if a 
passionate soul just stays docile without being steered 
to action by the force of his passion. Fulfilment in life is 
only attained by expending passion through the 
channel of creating or promoting worthy courses. 

Except you do something in consonance with the 
drumbeats of your heart, you cannot be fulfilled. 
Passion has never created fulfilment. It only 
determines fulfilment by the actions it propels you to 
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take. What you actually do is what creates fulfilment 
based on the influence of your passion. 

So it's not enough to have a goal to actual ise or a 
dream to realise. It could be anything; just anything 
you do not presently have, but for which you really 
crave. As long as you keep wanting it, you won't stop 
wanting it until you bring it to being and move ahead 
of it; that's only when you can be fulfilled. 

Dreams unrealised make the heart bleed. Have you 
ever had a close relative full of potentials and bustling 
suddenly had his life snuffed out by some accident? 
Perhaps such a one was even working on a project you 
really believed could have made a difference globally. 
But he transited and that was it. What he could have 
done remained 'could have'. With him went his dreams 
and potentials; leaving you with a bleeding heart 
because you knew that he was just about to hit it big! 

You see, he had a dream alright; and was even 
working on realising it but couldn't bring it to fruition 
because of some accident. He left without seeing the 
light of his potentials. He wasn't fulfilled. 

There are countless millions of people everywhere in 
the world with pictures of great ideals they are capable 
of birthing but which they just keep staring at, year in 
and out; beautiful ideals that can provoke noble 
changes but which never see the light of day because 
someone is between tilting to or from passion's pull. 
Tell me, how can such a one be fulfilled in life when his 
noble passion has not been expended? 
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I remember many years ago I was in a crusade: Total 
Experience, Warri (Nigeria) with Pastor Chris. Prior to 
the event, I had been told by God that I was not j ust 
going to witness great miracles; I was also going to be 
used to bring healing to the sick. I was prepared. 

On the first night of the crusade, I witnessed great 
miracles; deaf ears unstopped, the blind received sight, 
the lame walked and even the tumultuous wind was 
commanded by Pastor Chris to be still and it obeyed! 
Oh boy! Had I seen much? You bet I hadn't seen 
anything like this before in my life. The meeting ended 
late and nothing happened as regards what God earlier 
told me. 

So while sleeping on the open field that night, along 
with thousands more, who had come from near and 
afar to be with God, I reminded him of His words and 
particularly that I was not prepared to stay beyond the 
morning session of the next day since I had to travel 
back to Port Harcourt, my city, in good time. I n His 
peace. He told me the next meeting was ours. I was 
ready. 

Nothing in the world would have given me a clue to 
what was to happen. I just gave myself to God to use 
as He pleased and He did. 

At the peak of the meeting, as is characteristic with all 
Pastor Chris' meetings, there was an outburst of 
miracles from everywhere; shouts here and shouts 
there! Miracles everywhere! But then, I noticed two 
ladies trying to make an aged man walk. One of them 
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kept telling him: "Papa walk na, see people are 
receiving their healings. Stand and walk na..'.' On 
seeing this, I was vexed in my spirit. I said to myself; 
you mean in the middle of this whole overflow of God's 
abundance, this guy would just miss out! What was 
more annoying was that he was being begged to be 
healed! How could that possibly be! The more I got 
focused on them, the angrier I became with the ladies 
and then with the man. 

Then it came. His words were peaceful, clear and very 
instructive: 'Lay your hands on him and he would 
walk'. What! J ust like that! I begged God to let this one 
pass. I begged him dearly because even though I 
believed, I had never created a miracle like this before. 
Then He reminded me of my promise to Him. He had 
asked me to do things like this before and I declined as 
many times as I could, until I couldn't but hate 
declining. So I asked Him for one more opportunity to 
follow my passion and this was it! 

I n the middle of thinking along this line I sprung from 
my chair like escaping-air from water. Without realising 
how I walked to the man, I found myself in front of 
him; then I knew I was a different person and this old 
man has got to tell a different tale too. 

The moment I stood in front of him, space was created 
around us such that we were encircled by people who 
were ready to shout (as in, celebrate). It was an 
atmosphere for miracles and they knew another one 
was in the process of being constructed. 
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As I took the man from the people who were trying to 
support him, about three of them, I can't remember 
what I told him after which I instructed him to walk 
and I left his hands but still stood before him. He 
staggered and was falling when people made an 
attempt to catch him. From deep within my belly, I 
shouted at them: "Leave him alone! If he falls, he'd 
stand up!" I shouted so hard and in absolute authority 
because I knew we were in the middle of some great 
story and there wasn't to be any distractions. He 
staggered as much as he could. But fall? He never did! 
Then he stood! You couldn't restrain the outburst of 
emotions that followed as he walked unaided! 

When I came to, I couldn't take it! I sneaked out of 
that zone and guess what; travelled back to my city. 
The crusade was still on but I was gone. It had 
happened, just as He said. He used me and I was so 
grateful. 

But you know, what made the difference was that I 
yielded myself; I tilted toward passion's pull this time 
rather than from it as I used to. And that was it. But 
think of it, what if I hadn't yielded myself? 
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If you don't crack the shell, you 
can't eat the nut. 

-Russian Proverb 
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The 4 th Element 

Roasted pigeons will 
not fly into one's 
mouth. 

-Dutch Proverb 



The basic lesson of this book as have been established 
already is that things don't just happen; they are 
created. Pastor Chris Oyakhilome puts it even more 
beautifully: 

Miracles are not accidental; they 

don't fall like oranges! They are 

constructed! 

It thus implies that no enterprise, noble vocation, 
physical or spiritual activity of humans, animals or 
spirits has ever been and ever will exist without some 
initiation of effort. To keep a ball rolling, it must be 
kicked at. To get a flame flaring, there must be a 
striking of some sort; effort must be exercised. Things 
do not just happen by themselves; that's why creativity 
does not occur of its own accord. 

He that would have the fruit must 
first climb the tree. 

-Thomas Fuller 
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Consider it, no object of art be it clay, metal or glass 
takes its shape just by itself. The artist, by effort and 
based on clearly established design, creates his works 
of art through laid down procedures. The world itself 
even though is evolving, did not come to being by any 
cosmic spark; God created it by His words. Not even its 
continuous evolution is without effort. You and I are 
very well responsible for it. By our activities, we 
determine the course of our lives and in extension, the 
world. 

Chance is a thing that prides itself within the mental 
confines of the indolent. Nothing happens by chance. 
All that exists either physically or otherwise was 
created. And the act of creating involves the exercise of 
effort which is encapsulated in one word: Action. 

Tell me, what ideal would exist without the exercise of 
action or what would it amount to for us to just dream 
without venturing to make it happen? Does it mean a 
thing if one has the right mindset, noble vision and fire- 
brand passion and does nothing else than just hope 
that the ideals to be created will evolve of themselves? 

Things don't just happen; they are created! The 
process of creating ideals involves taking corresponding 
actions that are capable of birthing your utmost 
desires. Welcome to the fourth and last element of 
creativity: Action! 
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Action: 
The Birthing of Ideals 

Thou, God, dost sell 
us all good things at the 
price of labor. 

-Leonardo Da Vinci 

Action is the process of doing something in order to 
achieve a purpose. The verb DO is gotten from the 
Greek word Poieo which means to construct, create, 
make or fashion. In essence, it is to apply effort in 
order to bring something to being. 

As beautiful as it is to dream and have all the fine 
details of your desired ideals in full grasp; not until you 
actually make efforts to have them created, they 
remain figments of your imagination. I n fact, why even 
dream of a better world, if you'll make no effort to have 
it created? Why talk of change, if you'll do nothing to 
make it happen? 

As have been earlier said; the fact that you have a 
noble ideal to create doesn't mean it has been created. 
Anybody can dream of better ideals but the question is 
how many of these dreamers actually roll up there 
sleeves like Dubai's men of passion, to actually take 
steps that would have their dreams realised? 

Action is the only valid vehicle through which ideals are 
created. It is only by acting that we initiate creativity 
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and estimate our progress in line with our utmost 
aspirations. 

It's not enough to sit down and 

dream. A dream that can't begin 

today will never materialize. The 

connection between you and 

your dream is your faith, and the 

Bible also says that faith is 

incomplete without works. 

-Anita Oyakhilome 

Life has been programmed to reward efforts, not noble 
intentions. Men move mountains not by their noble 
intentions but by their great acts of courage. Therefore 
no matter how noble your intentions are, they remain 
intentions not creations and therefore cannot make any 
meaningful impact. To be relevant within any sect be it 
your family, working environment, school or state as 
the case might be, you've got to do exceptional things. 
Action is what establishes your foot hold upon any 
venture; the more exceptional your actions, the more 
exceptional your reward. 

Decide for yourself to always act out your noble 
passions; to follow your faith through until you create 
your noble ideals. You must always at all times take 
steps toward the creation of your ideal. It starts from 
one step, but you must follow through with yet another 
step after each. Motion must flow! Life is progressive 
and the only way to keep the tempo of life's progress is 
to constantly take relevant actions in your particular 
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direction. Make no mistakes about it, it takes your 
mindset and vision to cream your future, but it takes 
your actions empowered by your passion to actually 
create it. 

So would you rather dream and do nothing else or take 
up the spade and make things work? It's up to you! 
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The Four Negations to Action 

The first Negation: Doubt 

Nothing will ever be 
attempted, if all 
possible objection 
must be first 
overcome. 
-Samuel Johnson 

The presence of doubt in the mind is the presence of 
faith in the ability of a negative influence against the 
breeding of creativity. To doubt doesn't just mean not 
to believe; no. To doubt really means to believe in the 
factors that do not promote the creation of your ideal. 
Put differently, it is to have faith on the wrong thing. 

Faith is action. To have faith is to express belief. To 
believe in anything is to accept the potency and validity 
of whatever it is you believe. Thus when you are 
motivated by your beliefs to act in a certain way, you 
have faith. 

I n Luke chapter 8, the story is told of how Jesus stilled 
the tempest. Here was a situation where believers 
(being disciples of Jesus) were to express there belief 
based on the trust reposed on J esus but they didn't! 
Rather they ran to Him to save them. When he acted 
his belief, was it any wonder that he asked them where 
there faith was? No. 
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That was not a time to believe; they already had 
unshaken confidence in Christ otherwise they wouldn't 
have followed Him. So the issue was not what they 
believed. That's why J esus didn't ask them what they 
believed. He knew what they believed but their 
challenge was acting it out; their faith! Rather than 
shut their eyes to the tempest and see beyond it to 
grasp their ideal; then create it by instructing the 
tempest to calm down, they recognised and even 
considered it an obstacle! That was their problem! They 
gave recognition to the factor that was inimical to the 
creation of their desire and acted likewise. 

Given this situation why wouldn't Jesus scold them? 
They trusted more in the ability of the tempest to 
consume them than of their ability to control it. 

Yea, a man may say, Thou hast 
faith, and I have works: shew me 
thy faith without thy works, and I 

will shew thee my faith by my 
works. 

Thou believest that there is one 

God; thou doest well: the devils 

also believe, and tremble... 

For as the body without the spirit 

is dead, so faith without works is 

dead also. 

-James 2:18-19, 26 [KJV] 
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It is one thing to believe and yet another to express it. 
Believing is to accept the idea of possibility; expressing 
it is to prove that idea of possibility. And until you 
prove it, you don't have faith! Believing is intangible 
reality; faith is tangible reality! Believing is to know; 
faith is to prove what you know! They are not the 
same. 

Doubt is a negation to the creation of your noble ideals 
because it unconsciously empowers the creation of an 
opposing ideal. By doubting, you are laying the 
foundation for the creation of what you truly don't 
want. Doubt is not passive; it is very active because it 
makes you act as you ought not to. 

Jesus in the bible days, while reaching out to the 
troubled and challenged, irrespective of what their 
cases were implored them to have faith rather than 
doubt, because He knew the dynamics of belief. He 
knew the moment they had faith, they'd have created 
their miracles and if they doubted, they remained 
where they were. 

Let me buttress this with an incident that happened 
several years ago. A dear sister of mine transited from 
my local assembly; her death came as a rude shock to 
the whole church. Everyone knew there was no valid 
reason for her to have died. She was young, bustling 
and very friendly. There was no reason for which to 
ascribe her death. I thought to myself how could such 
a sister who was so valuable to the ministry just die 
like that. I couldn't take it. 
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The more I got disturbed in my spirit, the more I found 
valid reasons in God's word to resurrect her. Being 
young and in line with the custom of her folks, her 
funeral was soon arranged and as her local assembly, 
my church was invited to be part of it. I was one of 
those drafted to represent the church at the funeral 
and I was glad to be a part of the team and at that, 
the youngest member. Within me I knew that was a 
great opportunity to prove the vitality of God's power. 
But I had a major challenge; the other members of the 
team. 

When I told them initially, on hearing of her death, 
that we would raise her back to life, majority agreed 
but the others expressed very passive consent. But as 
the days went by and the funeral drew closer, I 
discovered I was a lone ranger. While I spent time 
meditating and preparing for the resurrection 
ceremony, these guys spent there time pilling logical 
excuses not to thread on virgin coastlines of faith. 

When the day came, I was called by a doctor in our 
company who headed the team. She tried to explain to 
me the reasons why it wouldn't be a great idea to 
venture into what I am not adept at. She particularly 
tried to give me a short tutorial in biology while still 
emphasizing that she believed in the resurrection of life 
as a present-age reality for Christians. I knew where 
she was headed but I didn't let her reach her 
destination. 

As I pried into the atmosphere, I could tell no one was 
willing to go along my path but I didn't mind. I kept 
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focused and was resolute in having my way even if it 
meant what they expected. Within my heart I knew 
every member of the team believed in the resurrection 
of the dead but they just weren't persuaded to act it 
out; they were scared. 

All through the journey, efforts were made to dissuade 
me but I resisted them. Why wouldn't I ? Didn't J esus 
say to us in the eighth verse of the tenth chapter of 
the book of Matthew to "Heal the sick, cleanse the 
lepers, RAISE THE DEAD, cast out devils..."? I 
couldn't consume the logic that accepts healing for the 
sick but sidelines resurrection for the dead. It didn't 
make sense to me both logically and spiritually and it 
still doesn't. 

Anyway, we eventually got to village and as expected 
were put in charge of the rites. It was a day-wake as 
was customary with the burial rites of her community, 
so we were not expected to spend the whole day 
singing, sobbing and grieving. When it was time to 
pray for her and bid her our final byes, somehow this 
same doctor believing against hope put me in charge. 
Though it came as a surprise to me, I still took charge. 

We had encircled the diseased and were ready to make 
fire (i.e. pray). Being in charge, I stepped out of the 
circle. I was sure from the disposition of the other 
team members that their hearts were about to pop out 
from their mouths. This boy is going to kill us, today!' 
I could tell their thoughts just by looking at their faces. 
But I was unperturbed. 
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As I stepped out, I knew God was with me. I could 
virtually feel His electrifying presence all over my body. 
It moved through my whole system; my head, hands, 
feet and spine. I felt the awesome presence of God in 
me. Yet, I knew within my spirit that even though, the 
Spirit of God was present and willing to create change, 
the atmosphere was not right. There was so much 
doubt from both within and outside the room in which 
she was laid. 

So by God, I instructed that the windows be shut so 
that unbelief could be locked out of the atmosphere 
but that instruction was not heeded. I could see the 
desperate moves by unbelieving relatives of the 
diseased to hurry up the prayer process. I felt like 
crying. Here was I full of power; my hands were 
vibrating, not physically though, with the unction of 
God and not a soul could BELI EVE for real! 

With all that power, I laid my hands on her chest and 
bade her farewell. I was heart broken. I didn't raise 
her from the dead. She was buried minutes later and 
that was it. She remained with The Lord. 

I was so upset I made up my mind I wasn't going to 
talk to God or do anything He told me to. I couldn't 
understand why He could fill me up with so much 
power as I felt that day and not do anything. That was 
so many years ago but now I know differently. 

The problem wasn't God. He was there all right and so 
was the power as was proven by those vibrations. But 
the atmosphere was the problem. It was chocked with 
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fumes of doubts and that got me distracted. I couldn't 
believe enough to create the change because miracles 
don't happen in such an atmosphere. 

This experience has greatly improved both my 
knowledge of God and life. I now know it's not enough 
to have the ability to create an ideal, irrespective of 
what it is; without the right atmosphere, which is the 
atmosphere that supports faith in creating the ideal in 
question, nothing substantial will be achieved. 

Trying to believe in an atmosphere that's clouded with 
doubts is like having maize grow in the desert. It won't 
work. The environment that supports faith is the one 
that promotes it. Understand that, as much as the 
power is always available to create our ideals when we 
believe, it won't work on its own except we act in faith; 
the kind that promotes the creation of our ideals. 

Doubt is a negation of the principles of creativity. It 
erodes the potential to create. Don't doubt! As long as 
you doubt, you will not win in life. All winners are 
people of faith; they act out their beliefs! Doubt erodes 
your capabilities. It makes you active but without valid 
results. Rather than doubt, believe and don't forget it's 
the Golden Convention for Mind Engineering. When 
you believe you empower yourself to create your 
ideals; belief by nature promotes creativity. 

I still believe in the resurrection as I did then. The 
problem wasn't what I believed or that I even believed 
at all. The problem was that I allowed myself to be 
distracted by the faithlessness of those around me; the 
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doubting-Thomases, which was the reason I couldn't 
create that ideal. 

Take a look at J esus, when he was confronted with a 
situation like that, what did he do? 

First, he chose what to believe : 

While he yet spake, there came 

from the ruler of the 

synagogues's house certain which 

said, Thy daughter is dead: why 

troublest thou the Master any 

further? 

As soon as lesus heard the word 

that was spoken, he saith unto 

the ruler of the synagogue, Be not 

afraid, only believe. 

Seco nd , he chose his companions: 

And he suffered no man to follow 

him, save Peter, and James, and 

John the brother of James. 

Third, he saw their angst but proceeded to question 
and challenge their belief : 

And he cometh to the house of 
the ruler of the synagogue, and 
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seeth the tumult, and them that 
wept and wailed greatly. 

And when he was come in, he 

saith unto them, Why make ye 

this ado, and weep? the damsel is 

not dead, but sleepeth. 

The reaction of this statement of course was expected. 

And they laughed him to scorn- 
But that didn't deter him. Rather, he shunned them 
and went further to do the fourth and most important 
thing: he shut them out and raised the sleeping girl! 

...But when he had put them all 

out, he taketh the father and the 

mother of the damsel, and them 

that were with him (his 

companions), and entereth in 

where the damsel was lying. 

And he took the damsel by the 
hand, and said unto her, Tali-tha 
cumi; which is being interpreted, 

Damsel, I say unto thee, arise. 

And straightway the damsel 
arose, and walked. ..and they 
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were astonished with a great 
astonishment. 

-Mark 5: 3 5-42 (KJV) 

J esus was a master- strategist. He knew what to do at 
every point in time when faced with challenges. He 
knew so much on the dynamics of belief, which was 
why he influenced the belief of the ruler of the 
synagogue upon hearing of his daughter's death. 

He chose believers to also go with him, which was a 
critical thing to do. Then he shut out the unbelievers in 
order to create a different kind of atmosphere; one 
that promoted the creation of his ideal. 

Here is a classic case to ponder on and gain inspiration 
from. The lessons are enormous. But get the basics: 
Faith empowers! It achieves results! But doubt does 
nothing but sap your abilities. Never doubt! 
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The Second Negation: 
Ignorance 

My people are 
destroyed for lack of 
knowledge. 

-Hosea4:6(KJV] 

I nformation is power, so they say and I believe it. You 
are as good in life as what you know and do. By the 
quality of information you have you are either 
empowered or held hostage in life. No one is better 
than the information he has access to. We are who we 
are because of what we know. 

The guy who runs the most successful bank in town is 
not there because his father owns majority shares. If 
that were the case then the bank wouldn't be such a 
success. Check the guy out; he knows a lot more than 
what the other bank bosses do. 

What you don't know is bigger 
than you. 

-Nigerian Proverb 

The lady whose restaurant sells the most food knows 
much more than just menus and prices. She knows a 
little more about hygiene, good customer rapport, 
serenity, time management et al. 
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The team that breaks the record knows a little more 
about passion for innovation, excellence and 
advancement. It knows much more than just 
persistence, purpose and direction. 

Everyone is as good as what he knows and does. 
Therefore the better you are abreast of what you need 
to, the more empowered you are to act as you ought 
and create your noble ideals. 

Through wisdom is an house 

builded; and by understanding it 

is established: 

And by knowledge shall the 

chambers be filled with all 

precious and pleasant riches. 

A wise man is strong; yea, a man 

of knowledge increaseth 

strength. 

For by wise counsel thou shall 

make thy war: and in the 

multitude of counsellors there is 

safety. 

Ignorance is a disease whose cure is valid information. 
In this age and coupled with the advancements in 
technology, it is an offence to be bereft of valid 
information that pertains to your industry. 
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Lack of accurate knowledge (specific insight) of your 
particular enterprise is the bane of progress and 
creativity. No noble act of creativity thrives among the 
ignorant. They cannot give what they lack and 
therefore cannot also make progress in that direction. 
The cure for ignorance is knowledge. Get acquainted 
with what it is you need to know and make progress. 
Everyone is as good as what he knows and does. 
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The Third Negation: Indecision 

A double minded man 
is unstable in all his 
ways. 

-James 1: 8 [KJV] 

No noble act of creativity has ever been birthed by the 
undecided. Those who continue to move the world 
progressively are those who take action based on 
informed decisions and strong convictions. 

I ndecision means the inability to make up your mind 
about a thing. It could arise from a number of reasons 
which are not our focus presently; but that by being 
undecided about what action to take, nothing is done! 

Look around you, everything that proceeds from the 
actions of people are the evidences of their decisions 
to create them. Action is initiated only when a decision 
is made. Therefore change, progress or creativity 
cannot occur until a decision is made in that direction. 

It is understandable that sometimes indecision could 
be a temporal layback in order to adequately assess 
the impact of a number of possible decisions before 
initiating action. But it should be known that the 
moment a decision is unduly delayed, progress in line 
with creativity is hampered. 

The guide to making informed decisions before 
initiating action is to find out how such decisions will 
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ultimately promote the creation of your noble ideal 
while not also being inimical to the progress of other 
noble ideals. 

Make up your mind to be a person of action rather 
than one with galloping intentions. Move beyond 
intentions to actions. Make things happen rather than 
just cook them up in your mind. Rewards are only 
reserved for efforts made; actions taken and 
innovations created, not marvellous ideas held back in 
the minds of the undecided. Be different! Take action 
with boldness! 
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The Fourth Negation: Docility 

He becometh poor that 

dealeth with a slack 

hand: 

But the hand of the 

diligent maketh rich. 

-Proverbs 10:4(KJV] 

Docility is a disease! You find it raging among paupers 
and the beggarly. It is the hallmark of inactivity and 
the product of a pretty shallow mindset. 

The docile are generally unmoved no matter the 
motivation. There minds are sold out to self-created 
assumptions, needless to say they are in a world of 
their own. 

Slothfulness casteth into a deep 

sleep; and an idle soul shall 

suffer hunger. 

-Proverbs 19:15(KJV] 

It is moronic when an individual is docile. Nothing of 
value comes out of such a one because there is no 
drive for creative action. No matter how hard you push 
such a person your efforts will be like water poured on 
a duck's back; it won't percolate its feathers. 

The sluggard will not plow by 
reason of the cold; therefore shall 
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he beg in harvest, and have 
nothing. 

-Proverbs 20:4 [KJV] 

Though they appear stupid, docile people always have 
well articulated reasons why they would not act 
reasonably. You find them soaring among critics and 
babblers. 

Excuses reduce the value of a 
man. 

-Godfrey Aitafo 

Only God can save people like these. If they would 
receive Christ into their spirits and re-programme their 
minds by the principles of the Four Conventions for 
Mind Engineering, they'd become creators of noble 
ideals. This is the way forward and until it is done, 
creativity looms large among them. So the advice is: 

Go to the ant, thou sluggard; 
consider her ways and be wise: 

Which having no guide, overseer, 
or ruler, 

Provideth her meat in the 

summer, and gathereth her food 

in the harvest. 
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How long wilt thou sleep, 

sluggard? When wilt thou arise 

out of thy sleep? 

Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, 

a little folding of the hands to 

sleep: 

So shall thy poverty come as one 

that travelleth, and thy want as 

an armed man. 

-Proverbs 6:6-11 [KJV] 
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The Four Acts of Action 

He who does nothing renders himself 

incapable of doing anything; but while we 

are executing any work, we are preparing 

and qualifying ourselves to undertake 

another. 

-William Hazlith 

J ust as there are The Four Negations to Action, there 
also are The Four Acts of Action. While the negations 
as they imply are deterrents to creativity, the acts of 
actions are the merits of nudging your way up the 
scale. Better still, you may regard them as the 
underpinnings of creativity. 

No better world has been built without creativity; no 
new platforms have emerged independent of efforts. 
None has, and nothing will ever evolve autonomous to 
action. 

The Four Acts of Action are the reinforcements of the 
need for pro-activity rather than be consumed by the 
negations to action. 

The world is sown with good; but 

unless I turn my glad thoughts 

into practical living and till my 

own field, I cannot reap a kernel 

of the good. 

-Helen Keller 
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The 1 st Act: 

Action Defines Your 

Personality 

Wherefore by their 
fruits ye shall know 
them. 

-Matthew 7:20 [KJV] 

It is often said that show me your friends and I would 
tell you who you are. But I think if we stretch that a 
little further, we can say; show me your works and I 
would show you your picture. 

J ust as people are distinguished in life based on the 
works of their hands, so are personalities marked out 
based on the quality of their actions. It is one thing to 
take action and entirely different thing to take the right 
action or make noble impact. 

That action is the fourth element of creativity doesn't 
necessarily mean that every action taken will create 
your ideal. No, not all actions are noble. This is why 
only the right actions must to be taken so as not to 
create the wrong things. 

Today, it's sad that people are prompt to taking actions 
without considering the impact of their actions. But 
whether they realise it or not their personalities are 
defined by the quality of their actions. 
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Have you ever seen a truly responsible person cut 
corners? You won't find any person of noble upbringing 
indulge in obscenity. Responsible people act 
responsibly. People of noble upbringing have their 
personalities defined by the actions they take. Though 
it's true, they are trained to act in dignity but we can't 
expect them to be dignified without them really acting 
so, can we? Definitely not! 

It is only within the hallway of politics that you have 
Honourable men act callously and I suppose you know 
why. It is because being honourable in politics is a 
thing of title not necessarily of character. When 
someone is honourable in the true sense of the word, 
you know you have before you a person of fine 
character which is reflected by his or her actions. 

Therefore do not take action on any matter for the 
sake of acting; recognise that what you do stands to 
speak for you whether or not you are physically 
present at the given time. MacDonald's is globally 
known to produce doughnuts that taste the same in 
any of its outlets anywhere in the world just as Oprah 
Winfrey is globally known as a helper. What do you 
have a reputation for? 

It is imperative to take action with the consciousness 
that whatever you do, will mark you out even after you 
are long gone. Mother Theresa of Calcutta is no more 
but while she lived, touched hearts and moved the 
world with her affection for the down-trodden. Her 
actions still inspire people all over the world. 
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Governments come and go all over the world, but with 
each exit, there remains a legacy of value or 
insignificance as the case might be. It is needless to 
call names but you know names like Bill Clinton, Adolf 
Hitler, Margaret Thatcher, Olusegun Obasanjo, Saddam 
Hussein, Joachin Chissano, Nelson Mandela or Sani 
Abacha evoke certain feelings and have their 
respective legacies. 

Let your actions define you as a person of value rather 
than one without some character finesse. Be a great 
person, act responsibly. A great character is not an 
accident; it is achieved by great and exceptional 
actions. 

Your actions will define who you are; just as who you 
are will be reflected in what you do. Your true value 
cannot hide. Be great from within and your actions will 
follow suit. 
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The 2 nd Act: 
Action Exposes Your Potentials 

No one knows what he 
can do till he tries. 

-Publilius Syrus 

J ust think of it, what if Don Moen never attempted to 
sing, would we have been blessed with the wealth of 
his endowments or would he have had the quality of 
admiration he enjoys globally? What if rather than tilt 
toward the factors that promoted his panache for 
music, he reclined into a self-created cocoon? 

No one but God can estimate the values of any 
individual, not even the individual himself until such a 
one makes an effort to prove himself by taking steps to 
act out his potentials. Action is the only element that 
expresses the capabilities of individuals. It is only 
through the agency of action that potentials are 
exposed. 

I n life you go as far as you permit yourself and you 
never can tell the extent of your reach until you apply 
some effort. It is only when the first move is made that 
improvements on it can be achieved. 

Your true potentials can never be known until you 
make your first move. Therefore when there's a need 
to uplift your life by tasking your potentials, be smart 
to act swiftly. Even if you do not hit the mark, don't 
forget you now have something to improve upon. 
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The 3 rd Act: 

Action Determines Your Level 

of Progress 

It is a poor art that 
maintains not the 
artisan 

-Italian Proverb 

A scholar that is determined to make the best grades 
in school prepares himself for it. Such a one wouldn't 
be found chitchatting at prep time or playing soccer 
while his mates are in class. Success doesn't come like 
that. 

I n fact I bet he'd spend more hours studying and doing 
research than the rest of his mates, so that he'd fully 
grasp the issues in question. He'd intentionally cut the 
hours of socialising so as to have more dedicated hours 
for studying and besides he's bound to hook up with 
people of his type in order to form a formidable power 
house of like minds in order to task each others 
intellectual ability. 

The same goes for the one who wants to make quality 
progress in life. Such a one cannot be found at a pub 
or in the midst of babblers. I am yet to see a potential 
Bill Gates or Mike Murdock socialising with the wrong 
people or even anywhere near a pub. You see, it 
doesn't follow. 
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You must realise that you determine how far you go by 
your actions. With the quality of actions you take, you 
either peg your flags of conquest or bear the brunt of 
your crude investments. 

If what you do doesn't push you forward, why 
continue? Why act in ways that do not lead to the 
creation of your noble ideals when you are sure that's 
not the path of progress? 

To make progress, there must be a destination; and 
for every destination, pathways by which to proceed. 
That presupposes that you must of necessity take 
steps that lead you onward on the pathways of your 
ideals to reach them because anything to the contrary, 
would amount to retrogression, dissatisfaction and 
failure, if stretched further. 

Success is not an accident and as you now know things 
don't just happen, they are created. Let your actions 
empower the creation of your ideals. Act honourably 
and push yourself further. 
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The 4 th Act: 

Action Determines Your 

Relevance 

Every man's task is his 
life preserver. 

-Emerson 

By refusing to be denigrated to the status of a second 
class citizen in his own country by his foreign overlords 
and resisting racial discrimination with every breath of 
his life, he made himself relevant beyond the 
perimeters of South Africa. Today the independence 
story of South Africa and its apartheid history is akin 
with the legendary personality of Nelson Mandela. 

The study of literature is incomplete if the works of 
William Shakespeare are ignored. That would be a 
grave mistake. Shakespeare is synonymous with 
literature and vice versa. But that wouldn't be, if 
Shakespeare hadn't invested the best of his resources 
into his writings. Today, many years after his death, he 
is still relevant and read all over the world. 

Why can't the history of America be told without the 
mention of George Washington or the struggle against 
racial discrimination in America without the mention of 
Martin Luther King? I n Nigeria, the name Ken Sara 
Wiwa evokes sentiments analogous with the struggle 
for resource control by the Niger Deltans of the 
Nigerian state. 
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So you see people are distinguished and described by 
what they do. Therefore, your relevance in life is 
dependent on what you do; the quality of your actions. 
Think of it; no corporate organisation would employ a 
liability, no matter what function such an employee is 
to perform. Every corporate organisation seeks the 
expertise of professionals; better regarded as assets 
because of their value to the progress of the 
organisation. 

Whether you are a housewife, student or President, it 
makes no difference; you are first an individual 
entrusted with responsibilities and until you discharge 
your responsibilities dutifully and creditable, you are 
not relevant in the scheme of things no matter what 
office you hold. You might get along for awhile with 
your ineptitude and carry big titles around, but you're 
sure to be spewed off by the system sooner than you 
expect for the simple reason that you are a clog in the 
wheel of its progress; in plain terms: irrelevant! 

He who considers his work 

beneath him will be above doing 

it well. 

-Alexander Chase 

I rrelevant people are only recognised for the purpose 
of being avoided not to be commended. Nobody wants 
to be identified with irrelevant people because they 
don't shine. The world is programmed to be attracted 
to the shimmers and glitters associated with the 
uncommon. We all like stars don't we? All stars are 
relevant! 
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Determine to be relevant in life! The clue is to take 
advantage of the absence of an ideal and fill the gap. 
Understand that the fact that darkness prevails is an 
opportunity for the dimmest ray to shine brighter. So 
don't be content with the status quo if it doesn't offer 
quality solutions to pressing challenges. 

Let him that stole steal no more: 

but rather let him labour, 

working with his hands the thing 

which is good, that he may have 

to give to him that needeth. 

-Ephesians4:28(KJV] 

Be relevant! Rise to the occasion and meet the need by 
creating the missing link. It might just be a need for 
some honest personality, don't cow into being 
dishonest because everybody is, no! Be different! 
When you are, in no time better people wouldn't do 
without you. 

Take action with boldness and be the difference. Do 
not compromise your convictions! Think of it, if 
Mandela had compromised his conviction, what would 
have become of South Africa and besides who would 
have cared that he existed? So, let your actions pitch 
you among genuine and uncommon people. Be 
relevant! 
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This book of the law 

shall not depart from 

thy mouth; but thou 

shalt meditate therein 

day and night, that 

thou mayest observe to 

do according to all that 

is written therein: for 

then thou shalt make 

thy way prosperous, 

and then thou shalt 

have good success. 

-JOSHUA 1:8 
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THE CONSUMMATION OF THE 

FOUR ELEMENTS OF 

CREATIVITY 

And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath 

God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of 

the garden? 

And when the woman saw that the tree 

was good for food, and that it was 

pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be 

desired to make one wise, she took of the 

fruit thereof, and did eat... 

-Genesis 3: lb, 6(KJV] 

Thank you for reading up to this point if only for the 
purpose of mounting solid grounds to query the 'bogus' 
assertions herein contained. But whether you agree 
with them or not, is not the issue. The Four Elements 
of Creativity as an information is beyond the concoction 
of any human mind. It is a divine order that has existed 
for as long as life itself thrives. 

Consequently, I do not in this final section seek to 
validate or enforce its existence; that's its Creator's 
responsibility. As a custodian, I have fulfilled my 
purpose by offering you substance and value; the rest 
is yours to do. 
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It is understandable that the principles expressed in 
this book and coined as The Four Elements of 
Creativity, of themselves are valid but in the first 
chapter of this book, I said it would be out of order 
to expound on a subject such as our present pre- 
occupation which revolves around creativity, 
without beginning from the fore of its existence 
after which I referred to the very first verse of the first 
chapter of the bible. I n concluding this book therefore, 
it is essential that I conclude with reference to the bible 
from which the authority behind this expose thrives. 

Going by her response to the question of the first 
section of the above quotation of Genesis 3, it was 
clear that Eve had a preset mind regarding which tree 
she was not to eat from. I n verse 3 of that chapter she 
mentioned in clear terms which tree it was and what 
the result of her acting contrariwise would be. 

So we would agree that she had a preset mind. But her 
interaction with the serpent was her Achilles heel. 
Through that interaction as we see in verses 4 and 5 
her mind was influenced differently. She didn't resist or 
contain the influence; rather she tilted toward the 
power of it and verse 6 happened. 

I n verse 6 as it is written: "And when the woman 
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit 
thereof, and did eat ..." She was so convinced by 
the information given to her by the serpent that she 
caught an attractive glimpse of the tree. You see, her 
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vision was altered the moment her mindset was 
changed. Because she allowed her mind to be 
influenced by the serpent, she succeeded in having a 
different mindset about the tree which also affected her 
vision. 

Once the devil can get a hold of 
your sight, your life is finished! 

-Godfrey Aitafo 

That was not the first time she saw the tree. I'm sure 
she had seen that tree almost as much as she had seen 
her husband. But because she had a preset mind about 
it, she didn't bother to look at it queerly. But when her 
mindset was altered, her vision had to follow suit 
because she had had a paradigm shift! 

As a result of her altered vision, she caught a different 
passion. After all, it was 'a tree to be desired '. Passion 
gave forth from its own stock: 'she took of the fruit 
thereof, and did eat' ! The four elements played out 
pretty well. 

Every area we have touched in relation to the subject 
of this book can be seen in this short drama which 
happened nearly as far back as the world began. But 
the effect still lingers; so learn the lesson and create 
your most noble ideals, intentionally. There are 
boundless instances to buttress the validity of the four 
elements contained in the bible or what ever book you 
read, have read or will ever read. So there's no point 
stretching it further. J ust believe and change your 
world. 
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Life is not an accident and neither are the works of our 
hands. They may appear accidental sometimes but 
even at that, actions provoked their existence. The 
Four Elements of Creativity do not and cannot exist 
without the complimentary participation of each 
element. The journey starts from our minds and ends 
with our actions. I n essence, for there to be any act of 
creativity, the full elements, one after each 
correspondingly, must play out their roles irrespective 
of the nature of the ideal to be created. 
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Inference 

Blessed is the man that walketh 
not in the counsel of the ungodly. 

nor standeth in the way of 

sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of 

the scornful. 

But his delight is in the law of the 

Lord: and in his law doth he 

meditate day and night . 

And he shall be like a tree 

planted by the rivers of water, 

that bringeth forth his fruit in his 

season; his leaf also shall not 

wither; and whatsoever he doeth 

shall prosper . 

-Psalm 1:1-3 

Every living being has a destiny in God. Whether born 
sane or lame, makes no difference. We all have our 
true purposes in God and it is our personal 
responsibility to get hooked up to Him for meaning and 
fulfilment. 

Nothing but you stands between you and your dreams 
and aspirations. Nothing but you determines the extent 
of your life's worth. Yes, God does have a plan for you 
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but that plan can only come to fruition only when you 
accept and live in consonance with it. 

But whether you accept it or not, proves the obvious; 
you are the creator of the quality of life you live. You 
are the painter of the picture of your future. You have 
all it takes to live as you really wish, yes you do. But 
think of it, if at the end of all your creative escapades, 
you lose out in God's plan, what would it amount to 
that you created a 'great' future that couldn't guarantee 
your eternal bliss? 

Think of it. Don't you think there's more to life than you 
are presently living? Forget the shimmers of fame and 
fortune or the rags of austerity; go for substance, real 
values! Live for a greater ideal than yourself. 

The quality of your life presently is a reflection of your 
true spiritual nature and the way your mind is 
programmed. So if you are not satisfied with it then 
change it by addressing the malady from the spiritual 
angle. I dare say you need God! 

You've got to believe in God and He is not like what 
you think! I can tell you from experience that He is 
truly loving and caring and wants to help you. It's not 
about quoting scriptures or obeying spiritual rules; it's 
about living a life that truly counts! 

You can't just live life on your terms! You didn't create 
yourself! The One who created you knows how best 
you should function and He calls you now. You've got 
to yield yourself! Believe me, you want to be better! 
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Get hooked-up with real life and begin to create values 
that would place you on the pedestal of true and 
enduring success. 

Don't forget you are the painter of the picture of your 
future. So paint a great picture of your future and 
launch out to make it happen; you can! 

You are in the driver's seat of your life and you won't 
crash! Say Amen! You will meet hurdles no doubt but 
don't forget you have a Partner with you in the 
passenger's seat. Before Him the strongest hurdle is 
nothing but bread. Don't fret! Drive your way to 
success upon success! 

Bombard your mind with literature and audio materials 
of truly successful people you can find around. After all, 
that's the engine room of your creativity. Only Read, 
listen and be in the midst of those who inspire you to 
leap higher and reach further. 

When you do this, your mind will be reprogrammed and 
fired-up for success! You will see great visions and do 
great things! Relax! The world is yours! Have a great 
life! 
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